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UC UndergradUate researCh Poster Presentation
By: Mr. Travis Mitchell, Director of the Council for Research and Creativity

On July 4, 2017, over fifty undergraduate students 
from different colleges participated in the fourth UC 
Undergraduate Research Poster Presentation, which 
was held on the first floor of UC’s main building. This 
event, which was hosted by the Council for Research 
and Creativity (CRC), was the culmination of several 
months of primary research conducted in RES301 
– Research Methodology, which was taught by Mr. 
Travis Mitchell, Director of CRC. Students were 
divided into random groups of three and chose any 
topic that they deemed to be interesting; they then 
had to formulate research questions, determine the 
appropriate research tool, and investigate the answers 
to their questions. Finally, they creatively designed 
a poster that contained their questions, objectives, 
methodology, and results, and the students stood by 
and discussed their research projects with faculty, 
staff, and fellow students. Visitors questioned how 

they chose their topic, how they determined their 
sample population, how they analyzed their data, and 
what were their recommendations moving forward. 
Even though some of the questions and comments 
were tough, the students responded confidently with 
the knowledge they learned from the class and from 
their first-hand research experience. 

The UC Undergraduate Research Poster Presentation 
is designed for many reasons: to cultivate a research 
culture at the university; to allow students to 
showcase their hard work to the general public; to 
introduce research to young students; to educate staff, 
faculty, and students about new information resulting 
from their projects; and to give students a platform 
to improve their public speaking and presentation 
skills. The CRC would like to say thank you to all the 
participating students for their exemplary hard work! 

AwArd Ceremony for The UC SCholArShip phoTo CompeTiTion

By: Mr. Hor Kimheng, Staff of the Office of Public Affairs, Communications and Alumni

On July 7th, 2017, The University of Cambodia 
held an award ceremony for the winners of the UC 
Scholarship Photo Competition during the AEON 
education and career fair. The three winners of this 
competition invited their friends and family to the 
award ceremony as well.  

The University of Cambodia representatives presented 
the scholarship awards to the winners and gave them 
a tour of the campus and SEATV. The winners were 
really happy throughout the whole tour and cannot 
wait to start their life as students at The University of 
Cambodia.
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UC GREEN WORLD 2017UC GREEN WORLD 2017
By: Prak Sopheara, President of the UC Student Senate 11th Mandate

On July 15th and 16th, 2017, The University of 
Cambodia Student Senate 11th Mandate gathered 
participants from The University of Cambodia 
including EU SHARE scholarship students and 
professors to join in a study tour named UC 
Green World 2017 under the theme “together for 
environment.” The purpose of this project is to 
strengthen the connection between The University of 
Cambodia and the community by doing charity and 
field work. This is the fourth project of many projects 
that are being held by The University of Cambodia 
Student Senate 11th Mandate under the instruction of 
H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Co-founder, President and 
Chairman on the Board of Trustees of The University 
of Cambodia.

 UC Green World 2017 focused on four things: 
planting trees for primary schools, doing charity work 
for the community, strengthening the bonds between 
The University of Cambodia and the community, 
and promoting UC to high school students. The 
participants gathered at The University of Cambodia 
around 7 a.m. on 15 March 2017, and departed 
toward the destination at 7:30 a.m. The group arrived 
at Prey Samnang primary school at 10 a.m. However, 
it had been raining all morning and we could not 
reach the school by bus. So we decided to wear our 
raincoats and walk about 700m from the national 
road to the school. Then, we proceed to distribute 
materials such as books and pens to 200 students. 
In addition, we also distributed trees and flowers to 
Prey Samnang primary school. After the charitable 
cause, the student senate held a lot of activities for the 
participants such as library and educational sessions. 
After the charity event, we departed and arrived Anror 
Meas high school at 2 p.m. All participants planted 
50 trees with the high school students and school 
principle. After planting we gathered everyone for a 
sharing session with Anror Meas students about The 

University of Cambodia. When the activities came to 
an end, everyone departed and arrived at Kep Beach 
in Kep province at 5 p.m. After relaxing and having 
dinner together, we went to the beach to reflect on the 
day’s activities. On the 16th, after having breakfast, 
all participants joined to exercise together. After the 
session finished, we had lunch, cleaned the beach, 
and played sports under the rain. 

  It was a memorable event and everyone got 
something from it. Generally, the participants were 
pleased with this event and are willing and excited 
to participate in future projects of The University of 
Cambodia Student Senate.
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The 28th International Youth Forum
By: Mr. Vann Bunna, Assistant to the Techo Sen School of Government and International Relations
On August 23rd, 2017, Mr. Vann Bunna, an undergrad 
student, majoring in International Relations in the 
College of Social Sciences at The University of 
Cambodia, and an Assistant for the Techo Sen School 
of Government and International Relations, attended 
the 28th International Youth Forum in Seoul and 
Muju, Republic of Korea, as one of six Cambodian 
delegates. 

The International Youth Forum, which is annually 
hosted by the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family 
Affairs, the Republic of Korea and organized by the 
National Council of Youth Organizations in Korea 
(NCYOK), is a platform for gathering international 
youth with diverse cultures from around the world to 
discuss global issues and bring diverse perspectives 
together.

The 28th International Youth Forum took place from 
23 to 30 August 2017, in Seoul and Muju, the Republic 
of Korea. The 28th International Youth Forum aimed 
to increase youth understanding of global issues, 
offering an opportunity to tackle those issues and 
find alternative solutions, to improve cooperation and 
enhance mutual understanding among youth across 
cultures and nationalities, and to spread goodwill 
around the world and to build interactive global 
citizenship though networking among youth.

80 delegates from 31 countries, namely Afghanistan, 
Algeria, Argentina, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, Georgia, Germany, 
Greece, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Moldova, 
Morocco, Netherlands, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Romania, Russia, South Korea, Spain, Thailand, United 
Kingdom, USA, Vietnam, and Zimbabwe attended 
the forum. The 28th International Youth Forum 
provided a platform for all those nations to discuss 
important issues and write declarations for solutions 
on the theme “Strengthening Regional Cooperation 
through Youth Exchange,” and subthemes: 1) “Youth 
Exchanges in Culture, Art, and Sport and Regional 
Cooperation,” 2) “Youth Volunteerism and Regional 
Community,” and 3) “Online Youth Exchanges and 
Regional Partnership.”

Besides the discussion sessions, participants happily 
engaged in traditional Korean cultural activities. 
The forum conducted a tour for participants to visit 
Jeonju Hanok village, which contains over 800 
traditional Korean houses, and also a study trip to 
Seoul. Moreover, participants learned some basic 
Taekwondo, which is a traditional Korean martial 
art.
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UCDC Debate Competition at tVK on 
“morality anD Family”

By: Ms. Soun Khanra, Assistant for the College of Social Sciences

On 24 August 2017, The University of Cambodia 
Debate Club (UCDC) won a debate competition at 
the National Television of Kampuchea (TVK) studio, 
which was organized by the Ministry of Women’s 
Affairs. The purpose of the debate forum was to 
promote morality and family values to strengthen 
women empowerment in Cambodia. It was focused 
on the topic “Morality and a strong family is the core 
of promoting social stability and security.” There 
were four sub-topics included within the topic, as 
follows: (1) Explain the definition of morality and 
strong family, (2) What is the importance of a strong 
family, and explain that based on Buddhism and 
socio-cultural theory; (3) What is the role of a family 
in order to ensure social stability and security? and (4) 
How do you think the public and private media is 
contributing to promoting social stability and 
security? 

There were four universities that participated in the 
completion, as follows: The University of Cambodia 
(UC), Paññāsāstra University of Cambodia (PUC), 
Royal University of Law and Economics (RULE) and 
BELTEI International University. The UC Debate 
Club competed with Paññāsāstra University of 
Cambodia (PUC) and won. 

Members of the UC Debate Club include Ms. 
Samoeun Linda, Ms. Thoung Sovannrin, Ms. Soun 
Khanra, Mr. Prak Sopheara, and Mr. Keo Marady 
Eden. Additionally, UCDC had three mentors 
including Ms. Kong Rathana, Mr. Sry Kimhong, 
and Mr. Meng Kro. 

Introducing...
   partners of uc

 The University of Cambodia  understands the importance of cultivating meaningful relationships locally 
and internationally, and thus is excited to announce the implementation of a new program called, Partners 
of UC. This program aims to expand the UC family to include organizations and institutions throughout 
Cambodia and abroad, who support the mission, spirit and purpose of UC. Collaboration between Partners 
and UC will be mutually beneficial, and will create a large network of innovative individuals that can be used 
to support personal, institutional, and national development. 
 Partners of UC will be invited to speak to students, faculty and staff regarding their individual 
specialties, display products on campus and at UC events, and offer internships or employment to our talented 
students. In addition, Partners are encouraged to work alongside UC management to develop and enhance 
university curriculum and human resource development. 
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“UC, Me and My Talents”
By: Prak Sopheara, UCSS President

From August to October 2017, The 
University of Cambodia Student 
Senate 11 Mandate proposed a 
project under the theme of “UC, 
Me and My Talents.” The purpose 
of this event was to gather students 
to join in activities every week in 
order to promote students’ activities 
and our University’s prosperity. 
It’s a wonderful chance for all 
students, especially for CES 
students and Foundation students, 
to be trained about educational 
skills from junior and senior 
students in the fields of debate and 
Khmer traditional dance.  
Moreover, they can show their 
talents every week and post in the 
UCSS page to promote our 
students’ activities through social 
media. The special event will 
create tight solidarity among UC 
students. This is the fifth of many 

projects that are being held by The 
University of Cambodia Student 
Senate under the instruction of 
H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, 
President of The University of 
Cambodia.

On August 4, 2017, we had an 
orientation day presided over by 
Dr. Y Ratana, Vice President for 
Academic Affairs at The University 
of Cambodia, and attended by the 
UC Management Team with our 

40 class participants. The purpose 
of this orientation day was to have 
a warm welcome and introduction 
from the UC Management Team to 
the class participants. We had an 
hour and a half conversation 
between the university and 
students. 

Our first classes were on 5 and 6 
August 2017. Everyone had fun 
with the class activities and got 
along very well, especially in the 
debate class with our first trainer 
Mr. Yeang Sethsamprathna, an 
alumnus of UC. Our second classes 
were on 12 and 13 August 2017 
and our debate trainer was Mr. 
Prak Sopheara, the UCSS 11 
mandate’s president. Our third 
classes were on 19 and 20 August 
2017 and our debate trainer was 
Ms. Sam Oeurn Linda, the 
treasurer of UCDC. 

This project will end in October 
2017, and we plan to have a debate 
competition and graduation 
ceremony for our class participants. 
After ending this project, I am sure 
that UC’s students will have more 
abilities and skills to debate both 
in Khmer and English and can 
better perform our traditional 
dances.



Student Zone

What did you like most about UC? 

“The thing I liked the most was the way teachers taught 
at UC because they made the students understand the 
lessons better by raising real cases in order to study 
them. As a law student, I found this very helpful.”

What did you think of your program’s facilities such 
as available technology, resources, laboratories 
and classrooms?

“The program’s facilities are good. The University of 
Cambodia has an E-library that allows students to do 
more research on the Internet aside from reading the 
existing books in the library. But there are a lot of 
books in the UC library that can help with research as 
well. I also like the study environment in classrooms. 
The classes are equipped with AC and the chairs are 
comfortable to sit in.”

Did you participate in any UC events, activities, 
clubs or organizations? If so, what was your 
experience? 

“Yes, I did participate in some events at UC, especially 
workshops.  I obtained a lot of knowledge from them. 
Now that I am working, I realize that they apply to my 
work a lot.” 

What was your most memorable moment as a 
student of the University of Cambodia? 

“The most memorable moment for me as a student at 
UC was having good friendships, and experiencing 
friendly teachers and staff that I could work with and 
seek advice from easily.” 

What is your current job? How did your experience 
at the University of Cambodia help you obtain and 
succeed in this position?

“I am an official at the Ministry of Civil Service. The 
use of English while studying at UC helped me to get 
my position successfully.” 

Have you taken advantage UC’s vast alumni 
network and services (UC Alumni Association, UC 
Alumni Reunion, etc.)? Which ones? 

“I have taken some advantages of the UC alumni 
network especially for working purposes.”

What career advice would you like to give to 
students to better prepare them for the real 
world?

“Before you graduate, especially when you are studying 
in your second or third year, seek for consultation from 
your lecturers for career opportunities. They will help 
you a lot.” 

     Ms. Hang Vitou
     UC College : Law 
     Year of Graduation : 2014    
     Major :  Law
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Samantha@uc.edu.kh

     ALUMNI TALK     ALUMNI TALK

UC Bulletin Vol. 31| 8



9  |UC Bulletin Vol. 31

Student Zone

What are your daily study habits? 
My daily study habits are quite simple as compared to 
other students studying at UC. First, I read the learning 
materials before class starts to get some concepts of 
the lecture. Second, I normally take some notes during 
the lecture since it helps me a lot with reviewing 
after class. Third, I sometimes do some research on 
additional information relevant to the lessons.
                 
Do you do anything different when studying for a 
quiz or exam? 
What I do for quizzes and exams isn’t so tough and is 
very easy. For quizzes, they are counted as one part of 
class participation. It basically represents my on-going 
progress during class performance; therefore, I never 
neglect them for sure. Doing well on those quizzes is 
not too hard since it just recaps what I have studied or 
what I am going to study in class. It won’t be extracted 
from different irrelevant sources. So just reviewing 
from my previous class will enable me to do well. 
Exams are pretty hard when I haven’t reviewed or 
prepared for them. However, reviewing, note taking, 
and researching from additional sources facilitates 
my exam preparation a lot. In case I am confident 
enough for exam preparation, group studying will 
assist me a lot since we can exchange, discuss, and 
understand what the whole course is about with our 
group members. 

Do you study at another university or have a job 
or internship?
I am a dual-degree student who majors in International 
Relations at The University of Cambodia and in 
English literature at Royal University of Phnom 
Penh. It is so challenging when taking two degrees 
simultaneously; however, it is not impossible because 
I am able to manage the workload given by these 
two universities. The first thing that I can do is to get 
prepared for lessons and activities by using a personal 
schedule to organize the tasks. Second, even though 
there are a lot of tasks to do, don’t pressure yourself 
by sticking strictly to studying only because it will 
make you bored of your studies. To deal with this, I 

always use spare time to develop my hobbies which 
makes me relaxed. Then I can see the tasks are not 
quite problematic to solve.  
How do you manage your time and schedule?
The way I manage my time and schedule is very 
simple. First, I have my daily schedule for to-do 
tasks in order to manage what is supposed to be done. 
Second, I don’t procrastinate; when you think that the 
task could be done later, you keep prolonging it. It 
will result in disastrous consequences, so stick to your 
daily schedule. Third, when designing your daily to-
do schedule, I also have some time for entertainment 
in order to not make me feel so stressed. 

Being a student can be a very stressful and busy 
time, how do you manage your health?
Fitness and health are the mechanisms which make 
me succeed in my study life. Don’t neglect them 
since they are so important. I recommend you to have 
a regular diet and what you eat should be nutritious 
and beneficial to your brain and body. If possible, you 
should have some exercise in the morning in order to 
refresh your brain and health.

What are your future plans?
I have some plans which I really want to achieve after 
graduating. I wish to pursue my Master’s degree in 
my relevant major while I wish to be working in my 
targeted position.

What advice can you give to other students who 
are hoping to be more successful next term? 
I have some advice to the next students taking this 
major. First, you should get yourself prepared in any 
circumstance such as pre-preparation before class, 
paying attention during class, and reviewing after 
class. Second, besides studying in class, I would 
recommend you to do much research on what you 
want to know and what is related to your lessons. 
Third, you should form a group study which makes 
it easy for discussion, meeting, and unity of your 
spirit of learning. Fourth, you should join some social 
activities which are interesting and beneficial to your 
major because the learning in class is not enough, so 
you should explore yourself more outside. It is called 
“soft skills” which you need to fulfill your capacity. 
Fifth, you must have commitment and inspiration to 
yourself which will help you a lot to achieve your 
goals.

 Name : Ms. San Kimnay
            Major: International Relations 
            Term  : 7            
 GPA   : 3.96

outstanding               Students
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 Name  : Ms. Tan Leaphea
            Major : International Relations
            Term   : 8
            GPA    : 3.89

What are your daily study habits?
My daily study habits are going to the library after 
class for group discussions, reading some lecturer’s 
recommended books, doing online research, liking and 
subscribing to educational web pages and channels, 
especially on YouTube, and attending educational 
fairs that are related to my major.

Do you do anything different when studying for a 
quiz or exam?
For every quiz and exam, I usually prepare a few 
days before it’s coming by having group discussions 
on the lessons with my classmates because I prefer 
doing group study rather than self-study for getting 
wise ideas from the group, and I can share or express 
what I have learned too.

Do you study at another university or have a job 
or internship?
No, but I’m applying for an internship in an institution, 
and if I’m chosen, I will prepare my workload by 
dividing the tasks by determining which one of them 
is the priority. 

How do you manage your time and schedule?
I manage my time and schedule by setting the 
prioritized tasks that I should do and not delay and 
finish them at the last minute.

Being a student can be a very stressful and busy 
time, how do you manage your health?
I maintain my health and fitness by eating well and 
sleeping well and doing some workouts.

What are your future plans?
After my graduation, I’m planning to apply for a job 
in public affairs or in a ministry or organization that I 
can take part to develop my local area as well as my 
nation.

What advice can you give to other students who 
are hoping to be more successful next term? 
For my advice, I think all students should set clear 
goals and follow your heart because when you put 
your love into your studies, it makes you more 
satisfied and happy in your studies and more willing 
to broaden your knowledge from every environment 
that you are in. 

outstanding               Students
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uC in ACtion

Outstanding Foundation Year Students           from Promotion 14, Term II (2015-16)
By: Mr. Hong Sophorn, Deputy Director of the Academic Foundation Department 

Every term, we recognize the most outstanding students who have completed their Foundation Year (FY). 
Students who have scored an ‘A’ overall for three terms or ten courses are nominated to the Vice-President’s 
List, while those who have scored a ‘B+’ overall are nominated to the Dean’s List.

A total of 0.00 students (0% of the total of 90 students) scored an overall ‘A’ grade during FY beginning in 
March 2016. Table 1 provides a breakdown by Colleges and Schools.

A total of 20 students (22.2% of the total of 90 students) scored an overall ‘B+’ grade during FY beginning in 
March 2016. Table 2 provides a breakdown by Colleges and Schools.

A previous analysis has indicated that there are significant differences between sessions in student performance. 
The differences are as follows: 

 In Term II of Academic Year 2015-16, FY students in the afternoon session did comparatively better 
than their counterparts in the morning and evening sessions. We determined this by comparing the amount and 
percentage of outstanding students in each session. 
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uC in ACtion

Outstanding Foundation Year Students           from Promotion 14, Term II (2015-16)

Lim Neng (English language and Literature)
Prum Pagna (English language and Literature)
Chor Socheata (Accounting)
Dean Sreyny (Accounting)
Heng Yonghay (Business Management)
Bun Huyleng (International Business)
Chea Polay (International Business)
Cheat Chhunlang (International Business)
Hol Chhaily (International Business)
Lim Laying (International Business)

Lim Ratanak (International Business)
Rith Arunsokha (International Business)
Seng Sokkheang (International Business)
Phoem Khothrak (Information Technology)
Chhin Chheanchhumy (International Relations)
Em Raksa (International Relations)
Lanh Mengleang (International Relations)
Leng Leakena (International Relations)
Ly El (International Relations)
Yoem Sophea (International Relations)

Table 3 indicates that only a small number of students enrolled in the evening session. Out of the 20 students 
enrolled in the evening session, three students made the Dean’s List (15%). Out of the 39 students enrolled in 
the morning session, seven made the Dean’s List (18%). Comparatively, out of the 29 students enrolled in the 
afternoon session, ten students made the Dean’s List (34%). In the morning session, 20% of males made the 
Dean’s List, in comparison to 8% of female students. Comparatively, 44% of female students in the afternoon 
session made the Dean’s List, in comparison to 18% of males. And in the evening session, 14% of female 
students made the Dean’s List, in comparison to 17% of males. Overall 60% of students making the Dean’s 
List were female. 

The following are the students who qualified for the Dean’s List as a result of their overall performance in 
Foundation Year. This will be recorded in their academic transcripts. We would like to congratulate the students 
for their hard work, and we hope this accomplishment will encourage them to continue to work hard as they 
proceed through their undergraduate programmes.
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International High School Art Competition 2017
By: Mr. Kay Chandara, Deputy Director of the Office of Administration
The 13th International High School Art Competition 
Festival application deadline was on April 23rd, 2017. 
18 high school students submitted their artwork for 
evaluation. On April 25th, 2017, an assessment exam 
was held to text the candidates’ artistic abilities and 
congruence with the competition’s themes.

The following committee was responsible for 
assessing the artwork and determining the winners:
1- H.E. Samraing Kamsan, Member of the UC Board 

of Trustees, Chair
2- Mr. An Sopheak, Associate Dean, School of 

Creative Arts, Vice Chair
3- Mr. Pay Chheng How, Associate Dean, College of 

Arts, Humanities, and Languages, Member
4- Dr. Sieng Sokha, Dean, School of Undergraduate 

Studies, Member  
5- Mr. Sok Sovanchandara, Assistant Dean, College 

of Arts, Humanities, and Languages, Member

The evaluation process is divided into three phases: 
(1) Determine the top 10, (2) Select the top 5, and (3) 
Adopt top 5 rankings and determine winner.
The evaluation criteria of this competition are divided 
into five following points:

Evaluation Criteria Score
Content 4
Workmanship techniques in the use of 
color

4

Creativity and style 4
Aesthetics 4
Realism 4
Total: 20

After the detailed evaluation process, five unique 
masterpieces were selected, and the top prize was 
presented to Ms. Ung Rithchanboramey, a student 
from Preah Monivng High School in Battambang 
Province, under the theme, “New Perspective on the 
World.” The top five winners are as follows:
No Name Gender Score Rank
1 Ung Rithchanboramey F 92 1
2 Lim Kimseang F 87.5 2
3 Sun Sitha F 80.5 3
4 Soun Sothean F 78.5 4
5 Reth Sopheak M 69 5

The first place winner was awarded the 
opportunity to visit Japan for three days. All 
expenses incurred during the three-day Japan trip 
including accommodation, food, local means, 
and airfare are to be borne by the International 
Foundation for Arts and Culture (IFAC), Japan. 

Last but not least, on April 28th, 2017 at 2:00pm, 
The University of Cambodia organized an official 
result announcement ceremony for the national level 
of the International High School Arts Competition, 
which was chaired by H.E. Samraing Kamsan in 
the UC Conference Room. H.E. Samraing Kamsan 
congratulated Ms. Ung Rithchanboramey who 
obtained a 92 score from the committee and won the 
competition. He also encouraged those who did not 
win the competition to continue to practice and not give 
up, he suggested doing one painting or drawing per 
month. After that, H.E. Samraing Kamsan conferred 
certificates of appreciation to all the candidates and 
took photos together.



On 27 April 2017, the second round of the overall 
writing and storytelling competition took place. The 
storytelling competition was presided over by Mr. 
Pay Chheng How, Director of the Center for English 
Studies, Dr. Sieng Sokha, Dean of Undergraduate 
Studies, and Ms. Gina Lopez, Dean of the Tony 
Fernandes School of Business. The overall competition 
was held by the Center for English Studies at The 
University of Cambodia. Around 80 participants, 5 
judges and 15 staff and instructors participated in the 
competition. 
In his opening remarks, Mr. Pay Chheng How gave 
a brief overview of the scope and purpose of the 
Writing and Storytelling Competition, and gave a 
motivational speech to the contestants and participants. 
Also, Dr. Sieng Sokha gave an inspirational speech to 
the participants. He encouraged learners to keep on 
travelling hard though their academic journey and to 
pursue their prospective careers. 
To select the best participants and to have fair judgment 
of the competitors work, there were five judges, Mr. 
Travis Mitchell, Mr. Brendens Lek, Mr. Dim Phirun, 
Mr. Rourn Punreay, and Mr. Nhorng Reaksmey. The 
judges are various faculty members and instructors at 
UC. They provided scores to contestants based on four 
main points: voice projection, pronunciation, emotional 
performance, and use of body language. At the end of 
the story presentations, the management team collected 
all the judges’ scores and added them up in order to 
determine that the best contestants were fairly selected 
for the final round of competition.  
In the closing remarks to the second round of the 
competition, Mr. Pay Chheng How awarded all 
contestants certificates of appreciation and certificates of 
participation. Also, the management team, instructors, 
judges, contestants, and participants joined together for 
a photo session. 

The competition was divided into three rounds. The 

The competition was divided into three rounds, the 
first round was held from 20 March to 24 April 2017. 
The Center for English Studies ran announcements 
and collected students’ written stories for the judges 
to review. On 25 April 2017, 10 winners were selected 
from all the collected stories through the process of 
judging the contestant’s written work. On 27 April 
2017 the second round of the Writing and Storytelling 
Competition was held. The top ten contestants who 
passed the knock-out competition round, had to orally 
tell their story and present the moral of the story in 
front of an audience and 5 judges. The top five among 
the ten contestants were selected for the final round of 
competition, which consists of an online voting period. 
The contestants can earn votes on Facebook by gaining 
the most views and “Likes” on the video of their oral 
presentation from the second round. The final voting 
round lasted from 28 April to 2 May 2017. The Center 
for English Studies facilitated the final round of the 
Writing and Storytelling Competition by posting the 
students’ videos on their Facebook page for the public 
to view and judge the contestants’ performance in the 
second round. The top three contestants were selected 
from the 5 finalists though the process of adding up 
all views and “Likes” on their Facebook videos at 
5pm on the final day of voting, 2 May 2017. 

On 3 May 2017, H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, President 
of The University of Cambodia, closed the competition 
by giving the honorable final remarks. He gave a 
motivational speech and awarded the three best 
competitors with medals. The first place winner was 
awarded with a gold medal, the second place winner 
with a silver medal, and the third place winner with 
a bronze medal. The winners also received round-trip 
air tickets to visit Thailand for three days and two 
nights. H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn then held a photo 
session with all the winners, students, instructors, 
faculty, and management team members present at 
the ceremony. 
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By: Mr. Dim Phirun, Deputy Director of the Center for English Studies
writing and Storytelling competition
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How to Successfully Apply for Scholarships in the United StatesHow to Successfully Apply for Scholarships in the United States
By: Mr. Travis Mitchell, Director of the Council for Research and Creativity

The University of Cambodia, in collaboration with 
the US Embassy, organized a scholarship forum 
entitled, “How to Successfully Apply for Scholarships 
in the United States” in April.  The event, which had 
several hundred attendees, was held at the SEATV 
Auditorium and was a follow-up to a previous visit by 
the embassy to inaugurate the United States of 
America Room on the 9th floor of the UC campus 
building. During that event, Ambassador William 
Heidt spoke about the many great educational 
exchange opportunities available to Cambodians, so 
Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, President of The University of 
Cambodia, asked the embassy to return to UC to 
deliver a session solely on applying for scholarships 
for the United States. The embassy happily accepted. 

The scholarship forum was moderated by Mr. Travis 
Mitchell, Director of the Council for Research and 
Creativity, and hosted a panel of four speakers to give 
their different perspectives of studying in America. 
Mr. Jay Raman, Public Affairs Officer at the US 
Embassy, talked about the various programs and 
exchanges that the United States offers for Cambodians 
and encouraged students to never give up. The process 
is not easy and students must put the work into 
applying if they wish to be successful. The second 
speaker, Ms. Mao Kolap, Director of the PUC Library 
System and Advisor for Education USA, shared about 
her own experience studying in the US and encouraged 
all students to go to the Education USA Advising 

Center to get help with the application process. Next, 
two UC alumni students, Ms. Heng Limheang and 
Mr. Huy Sambath, talked about their experiences 
studying in the US and encouraged UC students to 
apply. There was a 30-minute Question & Answer 
session where students were able to ask the speakers 
questions and clarify their points. The conference 
closed with a photo session. 

This scholarship forum will be the first of many after 
embassies inaugurate their respective rooms at UC. 
They will be invited to speak in depth about the 
opportunities that exist for educational collaborations 
and scholarships between their respective countries 
and Cambodia. 



uC in ACtion

UC Bulletin Vol. 31 |16

On April 27th, 2017, there was a special meeting 
between Rt. Hon. John Key, Former Prime Minister 
of New Zealand and Dr. Haruhisa Handa’s 
scholarship students. Dr. Haruhisa Handa is the Co-
founder and Chancellor of The University of Cambodia 
and has been a generous donor of scholarships to UC 
since the University’s founding. The meeting was 
organized by the Office of Administration with 
collaboration from TSS and the Office of Scholarships. 

After his brief remarks honoring the Rt. Hon. John 
Key for personally visiting Dr. Handa’s scholarship 
students, Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder, Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees, and President of The 
University of Cambodia, invited Rt. Hon. John Key to 
deliver his own remarks to the Handa scholarship 
students at UC. 

Firstly, Rt. Hon. John Key expressed his admiration 
for the recent developments within Cambodia, 
especially in the educational sector, which is crucial 
for development in all areas. He strongly noted that it 
has been a very short amount of time since the civil 
war in the 1980s, and Cambodia has made great strides 
to rebuild the country. He also praised UC for helping 
to raise national standards, and fulfill international 
standards in educational services. He also expressed 
his praise for UC in creating a beautiful and spacious 
campus with state of the art facilities. 

Furthermore, Rt. Hon. John Key indicated that New 
Zealand has also focused primarily on Human Capital 
Development, as human capital is the key to national 
prosperity. Therefore, all students, especially 
scholarship students, must to try hard to develop 
themselves for the good of the nation. Furthering 
research skills is one of the most important aspects of 
human capital development.

Finally, Rt. Hon. John Key recalled that New Zealand 
always offers annual scholarships to Cambodian 
students through MoYES. And that this is a positive 
way that New Zealand contributes to the great 
relationship with Cambodia.

The meeting smoothly closed at approximately 
12:30pm with a happy, exited, and meaningful 
atmosphere.

meeting with dr. haruhisa handa’s Scholarship Students
Featuring 

rt. hon. John key, Former prime minister of new Zealand

By: Mr. Pheng Sopheak, Director of the Office of Scholarships
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Public Speaking Graduation Ceremony
By: Mr. Chhean Brasit, Deputy Director of the Skills and Career Development Center

The Skills and Career Development Center hosted the 
“Public Speaking Graduation Ceremony” at The 
University of Cambodia on July 05, 2017 in the 
Conference Center from 3:00 PM to 4:30 PM. Mr. 
Travis Mitchell, Director of the Council for Research 
and Creativity, gave a wonderful welcoming speech 
which motivated the students to continue applying 
their public speaking skills through all parts of their 
academic experience. Ms. Chap Cham Roeun 
Molika, Deputy Director of Library, gave a supportive 
speech to encourage the students to keep upgrading 
their public speaking skills. The alumni public 
speaking students did a great job talking about their 
past experiences while they were in the workshop. 
The speeches ran out with applause and inspiration 
and made everyone remember the statement 
“Confidence is What I Got”. 

Finally, the nineteen participants were awarded their 
certificates of completion and each gave a one minute 
speech before taking lots of pictures. 

Introducing...
   partners of uc

 The University of Cambodia  understands the importance of cultivating meaningful relationships locally 
and internationally, and thus is excited to announce the implementation of a new program called, Partners 
of UC. This program aims to expand the UC family to include organizations and institutions throughout 
Cambodia and abroad, who support the mission, spirit and purpose of UC. Collaboration between Partners 
and UC will be mutually beneficial, and will create a large network of innovative individuals that can be used 
to support personal, institutional, and national development. 
 Partners of UC will be invited to speak to students, faculty and staff regarding their individual 
specialties, display products on campus and at UC events, and offer internships or employment to our talented 
students. In addition, Partners are encouraged to work alongside UC management to develop and enhance 
university curriculum and human resource development. 
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In-house Training Workshop on 
Strengthening Internal Quality Assurance

By: Mr. Mauk Peou, Director for the Office of Internal Quality Assurance

On 6-8 July, 2017, The University of Cambodia organized 
an in-house training workshop on strengthening internal 
quality assurance. Approximately 50 participants joined 
the training workshop, including Deans, Assistant Deans, 
Directors, Deputy Directors, faculty members, and 
student representatives. 

At the start, Mr. Mauk Peou, Director for the Office of 
Internal Quality Assurance, provided the welcome 
speech about the background of the Office of Internal 
Quality Assurance and the existence of IQA mechanisms 
at The University of Cambodia. He mentioned that this 
is the third training program organized by The University 
of Cambodia to improve the internal quality assurance 
for all UC members.

Then, he invited Dr.  Y Ratana to provide the opening 
remarks on behalf of H.E Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees and President of The 
University of Cambodia. He discussed the background 
of the Foundation Year, Internal Quality Assessment, 
and External Quality Assessment.

After Dr. Y Ratana’s speech, Dr. Rath Chhang, Director 
for the Department of Accreditation of Graduate Studies 
at the Accreditation Committee of Cambodia, shared his 
valuable knowledge and expertise in terms of an 
overview of the implementation of the National 
Standards. He discussed the Cambodia National 
Qualification Framework which focuses on 5 domains 
of learning outcomes and he talked in detail about a few 
main points: the 2017 ACC Board Meeting; 10 Higher 
Education Institutions will be assessed in 2018 
(Imposition of requirement); they will recruit about 30 
assessors; 2019 may be the start of accreditation; the 

Doctoral Education Accreditation; and Program 
Accreditation (Piloting of Medical Science and Civil 
Engineering Program).

During the day of training, participants raised critical 
questions for more explanation and clarification for both 
indicators and evidence regarding the following:  terms 
and conditions of employment and working contracts 
for academic staff; policies on promotions, pay-raises, 
wage increases, and other benefits; policy statements on 
institution faculty-student ratios; student advisement 
policies, procedures and processes;  statistics of internal 
and external transfer students; library orientation 
programs for students and faculty; programs that promote 
student use of a variety of information and learning 
resources; financial statements/cash flow statements; 
and internal audit committees.

Meanwhile, five groups were assigned to discuss how to 
write student learning outcomes by using Bloom 
Taxonomy’s Model, to align student learning outcomes 
with the five domains of the Cambodian National 
Qualification Framework and how to map courses to 
learning outcomes of programs.  Among the five groups, 
a group led by Dean Gina V. Lopez did well in terms of 
the written student learning outcomes and the alignment 
of student learning outcomes with CNQF’s five domains 
(Knowledge, Cognitive skills, Interpersonal skills and 
responsibilities, Numerical, IT and Communication and 
Psychomotor skill).

On the last day after completing the training, more than 
92% agreed that the overall of the training organization 
was satisfactory and fruitful for both the participants and 
the University as a whole.
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By: Mr. Hor Kimheng, Staff of the Office of Public Affairs, Communications and Alumni

Farewell Meeting with EU Share Scholarship Students

On 18 July 2017, H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Co-
founder, Chairman of the Board of Trustees and 
President of The University of Cambodia, called for 
a farewell meeting with all EU Share Scholarship 
students who have been studying at The University 
of Cambodia. Each of the students took turns to thank 
and appreciate the students, lecturers and staff they 
encountered for being so helpful to them during 
their time at UC. H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn then took 
this chance to share useful advice to everyone at the 

meeting. The EU Share students built many memorable 
relationships and gained countless memories at UC 
and will cherish them as some the greatest experiences 
of their lives.

Library Orientation for New Students 

By: Ms. Chap Cham Roeun Molika, Deputy Director of Library

The UC Library conducted an orientation program for 
new Foundation Year students.  Ms. Chap Cham 
Roeun Molika, Deputy Director of Library, presented 
about the library, including its many activities as well 
as the rules and regulations. She also introduced 
students to the library’s available information 
resources. Many students remarked that the orientation 
program transmitted knowledge and information, 
such as being able to search for information effectively. 
Ms. Molika believes the true goal of any library 
orientation is meeting the new students: “The most 

important lesson I hope students gain from the 
presentation is that they can turn to me for help at any 
point in their research,” she remarked. The Orientation 
Program was also designed to help all new 
undergraduate students quickly learn about the key 
library services and research tools they will need to 
use in order to do their research for their classes.
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UC DistribUtes information to Chey tha Vy sChool stUDents
By: Mr. Hor Kimheng, Staff of the Office of Public Affairs, Communication, and Alumni

From 7 to 9 August 2017, OPACA organized 
an event to introduce potential students to 
information related to UC Promotional 
Scholarships and the UC study program. 
OPACA focused on reaching out to Chey Tha 
Vy School students preparing to take the 
national exam on 21 and 22 August. The 
students were very curious and interested in 
the event, as UC decided to offer a 100% 
scholarship to one Chey Tha Vy School student. 
In addition, UC also handed out UC notebooks 
to students for study purposes. The event 
ended with fruitful results, as there was full 
cooperation between UC staff members and 
UC student volunteers.

Miss Cambodia Tour

By: Mr. Hor Kimheng, Staff of the Office of Public Affairs, Communications and Alumni
On 2nd August 2017, the winner of Miss Cambodia 
2016 and other top contestants conducted an 
interactive tour at The University of Cambodia. The 
tour began with a discussion with Miss Cambodia 
and other contestants regarding useful topics such as 
personality development, women’s health, tourism 
and culture, environmental awareness, and catwalk 
and make-up training. The students of The University 
of Cambodia were interested and deeply engaged 
with the Miss Cambodia contestants. After the 
discussion, representatives from The University of 
Cambodia toured Miss Cambodia and the other 
contestants around the university campus and SEATV 
as well.
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  ACAdEMiC FOUNdATiON                               dEpArTMENT OriENTATiON 
By: Mr. Hong Sophorn, Deputy Director of the Academic Foundation Department

On Saturday, July 29, 2017, the Academic Foundation 
Department hosted an orientation session for newly 
enrolled students for promotion 15, term 3 academic 
year 2016-2017. This orientation is conducted three 
times per academic year for all new students. The 
foundation year program is an integral part of the 
undergraduate degree program at The University of 
Cambodia. 
Dr. Sieng Sokha, Dean of the School of Undergraduate 
Studies, Mr. Hong Sophorn, Deputy Director of 
Academic Foundation Department, Ms. Chap 
Chamroeunmolika, Deputy Director of Toshu Fukami 
Library and E-Library, Mr. Chhean Brasit, Deputy 
Director for the Skills and Careers Development 
Center, UC staff and faculty, and 75 students attended 
the event. 
The goals and objectives of orientation were:
- To provide the necessary information related with 

the Academic Foundation Program such as the 
compulsory subjects, grading system and policies, 
re-sitting exams, entrance exams and other 
requirements for completion of Foundation Year 
courses;

- To provide some guidance for academic life at UC 
such as university regulations, student code of 
conduct and absence policies;

- To raise awareness about the credit system and its 
implementation at The University of Cambodia; 
and

- To provide other relevant information that students 
are expected to know.

The primary agenda for the orientation was as 
follows:

- The Purpose of the Foundation-Year Program
- Course Structure in the Foundation-Year
- Class Attendance and Grading Policy
- Terms and Condition: Failing Courses
- Policies: Suspend, Changing Major and Session
- National Entrance Examination
- Advantages of the Foundation Year Program

The orientation started at 8:00am and finished at 
11:30am. All the students were very keen to get 
informed, and paid so much attention to the speech 
of Dr. Sieng Sokha, the presentation of Mr. Hong 
Sophorn, and the other two presenters. 

At the beginning of the orientation, Dr. Sieng Sokha, 
Dean of the School of Undergraduate Studies, gave a 
welcome speech for the opening session. He expressed 
appreciation to all the orientation participants and 
gave special remarks on the importance of studying 
at UC. 

First, he raised a number of questions and reminders 
for students. There were four W questions; the first 
question was why did you choose to study at UC? 
Second, where do you want to be in five years? Third, 
who are you? And four, what are you doing now? 
And then, he started to answer the questions with 
clear and meaningful explanations. He gave some 
important advice to students regarding their life at UC 
and shared UC’s vision, mission and goals for their 
success in life, study, and future careers. 
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Next, Ms. Chap Chamroeunmolika, Deputy Director 
of the Toshu Fukami Library & E-Library used this 
valuable orientation to inform the participants how 
to use The Toshu Fukami Library and E-Library in 
her brief but meaningful address. She mentioned the 
library rules, regulations and policies. She also clarified 
the terms and conditions regarding borrowing books, 
and the functionality of library search mechanisms to 
find books and other documents through the library 
and e-library’s websites.

 

After that, Mr. Hong Sophorn, Deputy Director 
of the Academic Foundation Department, gave a 
presentation comprehensively explaining all the 
key points mentioned in the agenda related to the 
foundation year program and the administrative 
tasks of AFD. He also encouraged students to pay 
close attention in foundation year, so that they are 
able to sustain their success throughout their time 
in university. He closed by asking students to work 
cooperatively with AFD and the university. 

Mr. Chhean Brasit, Deputy Director of the Skills 
and Career Development Center, gave the final 
presentation of the orientation. First, he gave general 
information about UC. Then, he raised some questions 
for the participants to consider. What does UC 
offer? How can you prepare yourself for university? 
What do you do at university? And, what is life at 
university? He explained that there are six colleges, 
three schools, and six centers at UC. Finally, he spoke 
about the challenges in adjusting to university life 
including navigating new relationships, managing 
health, learning in a more challenging environment, 
and implementing time management skills. 

The orientation closed at 11:30 am with meaningful 
closing remarks by Dr. Sieng Sokha, Dean of the 
School of Undergraduate Studies of the University 
of Cambodia (UC). The orientation session ended 
with fruitful results. The participating students were 
so delighted with the orientation and are excited to 
begin their Foundation Year Program at UC.
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After receiving a request from the Royal Thai Embassy 
in Phnom Penh and getting the approval of the 
President of the University, the Techo Sen School for 
Government and International Relations (TSS) 
received a delegation of the Royal Thai Defense team 
led by Mr. Nathapong Suwanarat and Ms. Najjsiri 
Nimyizhune Chookajorn, Counselor Political of the 
Royal Thai Embassy in Phnom Penh at the UC 
Meeting Room from 9:30-10:00am on 8 August 
2017.

The Royal Thai Delegation was seeking to understand 
the academic views on religious harmony in Cambodia 
as well as the education policy of the Royal Government 
of Cambodia toward ethnic minorities in Cambodia. 
Mr. Suwanarat explained that the Thai government is 
preparing its new policy toward religious and social 
harmony in Thailand, especially in the southern part 
of Thailand where there is social trouble among 
Buddhist and Muslim communities. Thailand is 
looking at how Cambodia successfully maintains its 
social and religious harmony, and thus would like to 
study it as model for its new policy. In its mission to 
Cambodia, the delegation met with Government 

sectors, including MFAIC, MoEYS, and the business 
community including notable Muslim figure, H.E. 
Othman Hassan. Its purpose of visiting UC was to 
seek the academic views on Cambodia’s educational 
policy vis-à-vis religious and social harmony.

In response, Dean Keo Chhea briefed the delegation 
on the set up of UC and the educational process 
undertaken by UC in implementing the Royal 
Government of Cambodia’s policy on education, 
entitled “Education for All,” which provides equal 
access to education to all Cambodian citizens 
regardless of their origin, ethnicity or religion. The 
Dean also cited the example of UC’s cooperation with 
other universities abroad as well as the exchange 
program under the EU-SHARE program, which 
annually hosts Muslim students from Indonesia, 
Myanmar and Malaysia with great success. The Dean 
stressed that the UC team can provide academic views 
and practice, but not official ones. UC is a private 
institution and is one of the top ten universities in 
Cambodia as well as one among four universities in 
Cambodia that was selected to be part of the EU 
SHARE program.

                   The Visit of the Royal Thai Defense                                           Delegation at The University of Cambodia (UC)
By: Mr. Chhean Brasit, Deputy Director of the Skills and Career Development Center
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                   The Visit of the Royal Thai Defense                                           Delegation at The University of Cambodia (UC)

The Thai delegation thanked the UC team and 
explained that they see how successful Cambodia’s 
policy is in keeping religious and social harmony 
through education. Mr. Suwanarat informed the UC 
team that in the southern part of Thailand, unlike 
Cambodia, Thai Muslims have separate schools from 
Thai schools and that the Muslim and Thai Buddhist 
communities are hard to integrate.

Apart from the discussion, the delegation also visited 
UC’s facilities. Ms. Najjsiri Nimyizhune Chookajorn, 
Counselor Political of the Royal Thai Embassy in 
Phnom Penh, informed the UC team that the Royal 
Thai Embassy in Phnom Penh is in the process of 
preparing for decorating the Thailand Room before 
the official naming, taking into account the model 
room of the American room and the India room. 

Through this meeting, UC can reflect how private 
educational institutions in Cambodia which strictly 
implement the national education policy, and how the 
Government‘s “Education for All” policy succeed in 
maintaining social and religious harmony and thus 
preserving peace and stability in the country. UC also 

projects its image and prestige through its achievements 
and successful deeds and commitment, through its 
regional and international cooperation, and is ready to 
further extend cooperation with other educational 
institutions outside Cambodia.
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effective online research workshop
By: Mr. Chhean Brasit, Deputy Director of the Skills and Career Development Center

The Skills and Career Development Center hosted the 
“Effective Online Research” workshop at The 
University of Cambodia on August 11, 2017 in the 
AirAsia Hall from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM. Mr. Travis 
Mitchell, Director of the Council for Research and 
Creativity, was the guest speaker and divided the 
schedule into two parts: first was the theory side and 
the second part was the practical side. In the first hour, 
Mr. Travis discussed “What is Research, and why 

should we care about research?” and he provided 
tricks for finding good sources online. Then, he 
explained how to evaluate these sources and summarize 
information. In the second hour, Mr. Travis took 
students to the Computer Lab for some hands-on 
activities, where they had to apply what they had 
learned in the first session. The students learned how 
to use Google Scholar, do citations, and use key words 
to do research. 

Japanese Students Visit The University of Cambodia

By: Mr. Hor Kimheng, Staff of the Office of Public Affairs, Communications and Alumni
On August 25, 2017, The University of Cambodia 
hosted 10 Japanese students majoring in education 
from Mesei University and Toyou University in 
Japan. Students and the Dean from the College of 
Education at The University of Cambodia also took 
the chance to join in this brief visit to share their 
experience and culture from each respected country. 
The representatives from The University of Cambodia 
also gave a brief introduction about The University of 
Cambodia for the Japanese students as well. Afterward, 
the representatives from The University of Cambodia 
gave a comprehensive tour of the UC campus to the 
Japanese students.
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aSean ambassador partner lecture Series: 
“The eu and cambodia’’

By: Dr. Chhun Vannak, Director of the ASEAN Study Center

On August 25, 2017 at 2.30 pm, The University of 
Cambodia (UC), represented by the ASEAN Study 
Center, in close partnership with the Delegation of the 
European Union in Phnom Penh, organized the 
ASEAN Ambassador Partners Lecture Series under 
the theme, ‘The EU and Cambodia.’ More than 100 
students and members of UC’s faculty and management 
team attended the distinguished public lecture and the 
official inauguration of the European Union Room at 
the 9th Floor of the UC Building. 

At the room inauguration, H.E. George Edgar, 
Ambassador and Head of European Union Delegation to 
the Kingdom of Cambodia, expressed his appreciation 
to The University of Cambodia and the ASEAN Study 
Center for the invitation and organization of this special 
program. Dr. Angus Munro, Vice President for Research, 
Development, and Policies, warmly welcomed 
Ambassador Edgar, and stressed that ‘The European 
Union Room’ is now a permanent space at UC. The 
European Union had decorated the room with photos on 
all the walls in order to beautify the space. Ambassador 
Edgar signed the UC guest book and photos were taken 
and uploaded to the UC website, and the event was 
broadcast live in the UC Facebook.

Afterwards, Ambassador Edgar proceeded with an 
address to the students, executives and staff on the 
European Union and Cambodia, and what both the 
EU and Cambodia shared together. The EU, noted 
Ambassador Edgar, has been very outward looking 
with its assistance to developing countries. Regarding 
the key roles of the EU in Cambodia, the EU provides 
technical and financial assistance in education, 
electoral registration and process, overall economic 
development, natural conservation and capacity 
building to the country. Excellency Ambassador also 
pointed out that the EU was the biggest destination 
for the Cambodian products. A major aim of the EU in 
Cambodia is to assist with the goal of environmental 
sustainability and contribute to the accomplishment 
of Cambodia’s sustainable development goals by 
2030. Vitally, specific EU assistance has been for the 
development of gas from natural sources, such as pig 
farms, also the protection of forests, the production of 
organic rice and assistance to develop breeding 
populations of fish to become a renewable resource.

At the end of the lecture, there was a Question and 
Answer session where the Ambassador further 
explained some of the EU’s goals. Dr. Michael 
Minehan, Dean of the School for Graduate Studies, 
Dr. Chhun Vannak, the Director of the ASEAN 
Study Center, expressed their appreciation to 
Ambassador Edgar and the European Union for 
sharing his insights and unique experiences.



On August 19, 2017, at 8:30am, the AFD Graduation 
Ceremony was held in the Conference Center at The 
University of Cambodia, and was presided over by 
Dr. Y Ratana, Vice President for Academic Affairs. 
Dr. Ratana acting as the representative of H.E. Dr. 
Kao Kim Hourn, Co-Founder, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees and President of The University of 
Cambodia. Deans, associate deans, directors, deputy 
directors, UC staff and Foundation-Year graduates 
attended this celebratory event. 

The Academic Foundation Department holds 
graduation ceremonies annually to confer foundation 
year certificates to all students who have successfully 
completed UC’s Foundation Year requirements as 
specified by the Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Sport. This is also an important recognition of their 
success in the first year of their academic life.

To start, Mr. Hong Sophorn, Deputy Director of the 
Academic Foundation Department, made the opening 
remarks by highlighting the noticeable progress of 
the department and revealed student statistics of the 
department. According to his report, 3,292 students, 
1,480 of whom are females, have graduated from 
UC’s Foundation Year and have been awarded the 
Foundation Year certificates thus far. This year, 90 
students are graduating from UC’s Foundation Year, 
84 from I-Track and 6 from K-Track, receiving 
Foundation Year Certificates. Of the 90 graduates, 20 
received outstanding student status, earning excellent 
grades of a B+ average or above. Mr. Hong dedicated 
this achievement to UC leaders at all levels, including 
staff, faculty and students for their incredible joint 
efforts. He concluded his remarks by advising students 
to study smart and hard by learning, “how to think 
globally and act locally.”
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14th AFD GrADuAtion            Ceremony
By: Mr. Hong Sophorn, Deputy Director of the Academic Foundation Department 



In his keynote address, Dr. Y Ratana, Vice President 
for Academic Affairs and representative of H.E. Dr. 
Kao Kim Hourn, congratulated all the graduates 
for their hard work and encouraged them to further 
their efforts in studying. He mentioned that the 
Foundation Year builds the basis for their future in 
higher education. At UC, there is no cheating; thus, 
students have to depend on their hard work to pass. 
UC promotes the culture of anti-corruption. At UC we 
understand that this effort starts with us, individually. 
We must be honest with ourselves and with others. He 
also explained that the system of education at UC is 
like the educational system in the United States and 
other countries in ASEAN, that uses a credit system.

He also advised students not to study for multiple 
Bachelor’s degrees simultaneously because two 
or three Bachelor’s degrees, still only equal one 
Bachelor’s degree, which is comparatively lower than 
a Master’s degree. They should study one single major 
and devote all their attention to becoming excellent at 
it, and then pursue a Master’s degree; this is the ideal 
path of academic development.

Following his speech, Dr. Y Ratana conferred 
certificates of honor to the outstanding students and 
Foundation Year Certificates to all graduates.

At the end of the agenda, two outstanding students, on 
behalf of all the graduates, took the stage to share the 
experience of their academic success to their fellow 
students. To them, The University of Cambodia is a 
leading higher education institution offering quality 
education with profession-oriented skills development. 
It is a place of opportunities for academic, social and 
personal growth. They also thanked H.E. Dr. Kao Kim 
Hourn, Founder, Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
and President of The University of Cambodia, for his 
efforts to provide scholarships to qualified students 
and for his generous donations to the university.

The ceremony closed at 10:30 a.m. with a group photo 
with the vice-presidents, deans, associate deans, 
directors, deputy directors and all the students in a 
very friendly and respectful atmosphere.
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18Th CES                          GraduaTIOn CErEmOnY
By: Mr. Pay Chheng How, Director of the Center for English Studies 

On 26 August 2017, The Center for English Studies 
(CES) at The University of Cambodia (UC) conducted 
the 18th CES Graduation Ceremony. There were 309 
graduates (180 female graduates), in which 42 
graduates were outstanding students with high grades 
(grade A and B+). 

The graduation ceremony was presided over by H.E. 
Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder, Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees and President of The University of 
Cambodia. Other UC executive team members and 
distinguished guests attended the event including Dr. 
Y Ratana, Vice President for Academic Affairs, Prof. 
Din Merican, Associate Dean of TSS, Ms. Gina 
Lopez, Dean of the Tony Fernandes School of 
Business, Mr. Pay Chheng How, Associate Dean and 
Director of the Center for English Studies, Dr. Chhun 
Vannak, Director of ASEAN Study Center, and Mr. 
Mauk Pov, IQA Director.

The event went smoothly thanks to the facilitation 
from UC faculty and Ms. Hout Chhungbouy from 
UCSS who served as MC during the event. 

Mr. Pay Chheng How gave the opening remarks; he 
congratulated the successful students and gave a brief 
report on CES graduates. He also gave an inspirational 
speech to motivate students as they progress through 
their academic life. He raised five main points for 
going down the right academic pathway such as 
choosing your favorite major matching your own 
ability and capacity, asking yourself what you want to 
do in the future, focusing on developing high quality 
hard and soft skills, searching for advice and 
counseling from senior students or an expert in your 
major, and finding scholarships or financial aid. 
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18Th CES                          GraduaTIOn CErEmOnY

H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn expressed his delight and 
congratulations to all the graduates. He highlighted 
that today’s achievement was very important for the 
graduates, their family and the country as a whole. He 
also provided some insight into the usefulness of the 
English language, as it can open the door to 
opportunities all over the world. He also explained 
that graduates should not rest on their current 
achievements since these achievements are only 
stepping stones for future successes.

All graduates and outstanding students were awarded 
certificates of completion by H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn 
and they took photos together to serve as a good 
memory. 

Ms. Phon Sereyleaksmey, a grade A student, gave an 
interesting speech focusing on her excitement for the 
future and her achievements. She expressed her 
profound thanks to H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn and The 
University of Cambodia as a whole for providing her 
and other graduates scholarships to study at UC. She 
also thanked all CES instructors and the UC 
management team for their efforts to ensure students’ 
success. 

Over 200 graduates participated in the event and they 
were very excited about their achievements. Graduates 
liked and shared UC posts, and they also posted their 
own photos taken during the event on their personal 
Facebook pages.  
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On 15 September 2017, The University of Cambodia 
hosted “The First Consultation Forum on Higher 
Education Studies and Scholarship Opportunities” 
from 8am-11am with more than 200 high school 
students in attendance. 

At the start, H.E Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees and President of 
The University of Cambodia, congratulated all the 
students who passed the high school exam this year 
and addressed that this was the first Forum of 
Consultation on higher education and scholarship 
opportunities. He said that students would be able to 
meet with professional speakers and Deans and 
Associate Deans from the different schools and 
colleges of The University of Cambodia. He added 
that graduation from high school means that students 
have closed one door and are starting to open another 
door to higher education where students will have the 
opportunity to gain skills for the future. He remarked 
that the decision to pursue university level education 
was a good decision, as it indicates that they are 
thinking about the future. 

Then, he stressed why scholarships are very important. 
Scholarships are not only free, but you have been also 
recognized as an outstanding student by the university. 
It means that that you have had to compete among 
other outstanding students and that you will learn with 
highly qualified and experienced professors selected 

by the university to teach outstanding students. 
Moreover students will get the opportunity to study 
English at The University of Cambodia to improve 
your English language skills before entering the 
Foundation Year.  

H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn then informed the students 
that The University of Cambodia offers fully funded 
scholarships to all students who have passed with 
Grade A in this Academic Year 2017-2018 and also 
provides many promotional scholarships for others 
who are interested in studying at The University of 
Cambodia.

Last but not least, Excellency President shared his 
nine principles for students to consider and apply not 
only for his or her own study mission but also for their 
future careers: 

               1. Be ambitious
                     2. Be excellent
               3. Be original
               4. Be creative
               5. Be innovative
               6. Be analytical
               7. Be productive
               8. Be ethical
               9. Be compassionate

At the Forum, three professional guest speakers 
discussed the following topics. The first topic was on 
“Higher Education Studies” by Dr. Hem Sras, Dean 
of the College of Law. The second topic was on 
“Aptitude, Interests, and Opportunities” by Dr. Suy 
Sareth, Dean for the School of Undergraduate Studies 
and finally the third topic focused on “Scholarship 
Opportunities and Study Programs at UC” by Dr. Y 
Ratana, Vice-President for Academic Affairs, UC.

By: Mr. Cheng Vichet, Assistant to the Vice President of Academic Affairs

“the FirSt ConSultAtion Forum on 
higher eduCAtion StudieS And SCholArShip opportunitieS” 
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Honorary Doctorate ceremony for 
H.e. tHe Governor of oDisHa, Dr. s.c. Jamir

The University of Cambodia conferred an Honorary 
Doctorate degree in International Relations on H.E. 
The Governor of Odisha, Dr. S.C. Jamir at the 
SEATV Auditorium on 25 September 2017. With over 
fifty years of public service, H.E. The Governor of 
Odisha, Dr. S.C. Jamir is an extremely influential 
figure in his home state in Eastern India, and has 
worked tirelessly to improve the quality of life of his 
constituents. To open the event, H.E. Dr. Kao Kim 
Hourn, Founder, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
and President of The University of Cambodia, 
delivered the welcome remarks where he announced 
that UC was delighted to recognize such a dynamic 
individual. He said that it was essential to honor 
someone who so bravely upheld and promoted the 
values of peace, unity, and integrity, and that his 
lifelong dedication to the country reflected his passion 
and commitment to ensuring that India continues to 
prosper in the 21st century. Cambodian-Indian 
relations are growing in importance, and making these 
people-to-people connections is critical for the success 
on both sides. 

Then, Dean Keo Chhea of the Techo Sen School of 
Government and International Relations read the 
citation of H.E. The Governor. He explained the 
Governor’s life history and the struggles that he faced 
and how he overcame them. Subsequently, H.E. Dr. 
Kao Kim Hourn conferred the honorary doctorate on 
him, much to the delight of the audience which 
consisted of over 350 students, faculty, staff, and 
members of the UC community. Lok Chumteav 
Khem Rany delivered a bouquet of flowers on behalf 
of UC to him and his wife, and then H.E. The Governor 
delivered his acceptance speech. He stressed that the 

nature of higher education is changing, primarily due 
to globalization. Now, graduates are entering an 
interconnected world that is highly international. 
Markets are integrated, so they must possess the skills 
of adaptability and flexibility. Additionally, he 
remarked that research is becoming critical to the 
higher education experience, and that we as institutions 
must put more priority on this; it has the ability to 
transform societies and must be conducted globally.
 

After his speech, The University of Cambodia and 
Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences exchanged an 
MOU to formalize relations even further, and both 
sides promised closer collaboration and cooperation. 
The Governor’s party gave a gift to H.E. Dr. Kao Kim 
Hourn, who then gave the closing remarks. He spoke 
to the audience, saying that public service is a noble 
calling and that H.E. The Governor is a role model for 
all young Cambodians to serve your country and 
improve the lives of those marginalized. Everyone 
will have challenges, but it’s how you face them that 
makes all the difference. H.E. The Governor saw 
challenges as opportunities, and worked to find 
creative solutions instead of just complaining; this 
quality is one of the many reasons why UC honored 
him at this event. Finally, all the guests took a photo 
and were able to chat and discuss about their respective 
backgrounds. The University of Cambodia looks 
forward to closer ties with our Indian partners, as we 
are dedicated to being a truly international, 
interconnected university, as The Governor articulately 
discussed in his speech. 

By: Travis Mitchell, Director of the Council for Research and Creativity
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On July 7, 2017, Cheng Vichet, Assistant to VPAA of 
The University of Cambodia, was assigned to attend 
an event entitled, “University Social Responsibility 
and MoU Signing Ceremony on Forming Alliance 
among Cambodia’s Oldest University Magnus+1 
(M7+1),” organized by the Royal University of Phnom 
Penh (RUPP) at RUPP. The event was presided over 
by H.E. Hang Chuon Naron, Minister of Education, 
Youth and Sport.

The purpose of the workshop was:
To sign an MoU on Forming an Alliance among • 
Cambodia’s Oldest University Magnus+1or 
M7+1; and
To hold a sharing session on “University Social • 
Responsibility”.

The objectives of the workshop were: 
To build an alliance among Cambodia’s Oldest • 
Universities; and 
To share information regarding University • 
Social Responsibility, academic excellence, 
leadership, and social work in local 
communities.

Firstly, Dr. Chet Chealy, Rector of RUPP, briefed 
participants on the event including the agenda and the 
purpose of signing the MoU. Additionally, he 
explained the name, Magnus 7, and named the 7 oldest 
universities that will join in signing the MoU, 
including the Royal University of Phnom Penh 
(RUPP), the University of Health Sciences (UHR), 
the Royal University of Agriculture, the Royal 
University of Law and Economics (RULE), the 
National University of Management (NUM), the 
Royal University of Fine Arts and the Prekleap School 
of Agriculture.
 
Then H.E. Hang Chuon Naron, Minister of Education, 
Youth and Sport, expressed that he appreciated the 
leaders of RUPP and other national universities in 
Cambodia who initiated this MoU to form an alliance 
among Cambodia’s oldest universities. Magnus7 is a 
new movement or second step after forming the 
Rector Council in order to reform the education 
system in Cambodia and respond to 21st century or 
fourth industrial revolution standards. Today, the 
world has developed in various fields such as 
technology, the Internet, robots, artificial intelligence, 
smart phones, and digital advances.
 
After that, he shared that MoEYS asked the Institute 
of Technology of Cambodia (ITC) to help Heng 
Samrith University of Tboung Kmom by training 
employees and building the human resources in their 
university.

Moreover, he also shared about modern schools. For 
example, Sisowath High School students created the 

“Smart classroom,” learning club for practicing new 
ways of learning. This way of learning has generally 
been implemented only in Singapore within ASEAN, 
but now it is available in Cambodia because of 
Sisowath high school. In addition, he shared about 
new teaching methodologies using technology where 
teachers are facilitators and guide students using 
techniques other than theories and lectures. Students 
must learn more than how to recite lessons based on 
their teacher’s lessons. Students must learn how to 
study hard by themselves, facilitate group discussions, 
conduct experiments in the laboratory, or create 
learning clubs with other students. Additionally, 
students must also produce knowledge, soft skills, 
and research projects. Finally, he encouraged all high 
schools in Cambodia to implement smart rooms and 
learning clubs.

After, universities in attendance played videos clips  
and the following presentations were given:

Dr. Sok Soth1. , Dean of the Faculty of Education 
at RUPP, presented on the topic, “University 
Social Responsibility,” that focused on the 
social responsibilities universities possess. 
Dr. Chem Rethy2. , Executive Director of CDRI, 
shared on “Academic Excellence and 
Leadership.“ He focused on how to succeed in 
academic leadership such as being a rector or a 
chancellor. He also shared his projects and 
teaching experience in three continents 
including France, Australia and the UK. 
Moreover, he also shared that good academic 
leaders should: 1) have a strong vision and 
mission, 2) not just please teachers or staff, 3) 
dare to make decisions and take risks.
Dr. Stephen Chan3. , Head Officer of Service-
learning at Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 
shared on “A Socially Responsible University” 
explaining why social responsibly is important 
for universities. He also spoke about working 
on community building in Cambodia such as 
build community libraries, hosting free medical 
check-ups, and teaching English in Kampong 
Speu province and Treung Meanchey.
Dr. Un Leang4. , Dean of Humanities and Social 
Science at RUPP, shared on “University Social 
Responsibility,” focusing on development and 
training of people in communities rather than 
giving gifts. He explained the metaphor that if 
you give a man a fish, he eats for a day, but if 
you teach a man to fish he eats for life. Thus, 
teaching skills is much more important for the 
development of poor communities. 

Finally, Dr. Hor Peng, Rector of National University 
of Management (NUM), wrapped up the whole event 
by briefing the conference on every event. The event 
was concluded with the signing of the MoU between 
seven national universities in Cambodia.
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Sustaining Strong Growth for the Benefit of All: A 
Systematic Country Diagnostic (SCD) for Cambodia

By: Ms. Gina V. Lopez, Dean of the Tony Fernandes School of Business
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This workshop is an effort of the World Bank Group 
– Cambodia to get a bird’s eye view on economic 
growth, its factors, potential problems or issues, 
potential solutions and especially its sustainability. 
The program started with opening remarks from 
the World Bank – Cambodia Country Manager, Ms. 
Inguna Dobroja, and from the Ministry of Economy 
and Finance Undersecretary, H.E. Hem Vanndy, both 
gave very enlightening remarks. The presentation of 
the main speaker, Mr. Eduardo Miguel Sanchez, 
followed. The presentation was on the topic Sustaining 
Strong Growth for the Benefit of All: A Systematic 
Country Diagnostic for Cambodia. The speaker 
focused on Cambodia’s SCD (Systematic Country 
Diagnostic) pathways and identified priority areas for 
development such as:

1.Increasing economic competitiveness and 
diversification to sustain strong growth and 
create jobs

2.Building human assets to facilitate economic 
mobility and shared prosperity

3.Ensuring a sustainable growth pattern by 
investing in natural capital, climate resilience 
and urban development

After the presentation, a Q&A took place and many 
questions were proposed focused on the following:  rice 
exports, the status of Cambodia from lower income to 
lower middle income according to the United Nations 
classification (LDC Graduation Criteria), as well as 
malnutrition statistics for Cambodia compared to 
other developing countries. Another issue was the 
process of doing business in Cambodia, in that many 
foreign investors still encounter difficulties. The last 

point raised by one participant was how to deliver 
this report to the Royal Government of Cambodia and 
what is their expectation. 

The World Bank Group is aware that the report is not 
yet completed, and explained that there is still more 
data and information to be added before they submit 
the report to the RGC.

In the closing remarks, H.E. Hem Vanndy addressed the 
government’s plans, which highlight a logistics center 
that will make a large contribution to the sustainability 
of Cambodia’s economic growth. Additionally, he 
noted that infrastructure must be improved, along 
with human resource skills development.
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By: Dr. Chhun Vannak, Director of the ASEAN Study Center

Director of the ASEAN Study Center (ASC), Dr. 
Chhun Vannak, on behalf of the University and the 
ASC, took part in the Big Data Education and Talent 
Training Seminar at the 10th China-ASEAN Education 
Cooperation Week (CAECW), in Guizhou province, 
the People’s Republic of China from 28-29 July 
2017.  On 28 July 2017, Vice-Premier Liu Yandong 
officially opened the 10th CAECW, accompanied by 
Mr. Zuo Dingchao, Vice-chairperson of Guizhou 
Provincial People’s Political Consultative Conference, 
H.E. Yang Xiuping, Secretary-General of ASEAN-
China Centre (ACC), Mr. Zeng Yu, Party Secretary 
of Guizhou Institute of Technology, Mrs. Chantavit 
Sujatanond, Director of Southeast Asian Ministers of 
Education Organization Regional Centre for Higher 
Education and Development (SEAMEO RIHED), 
and Mr. Yu Cangbi, Director of the Secretariat of the 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship Education Alliance of 
China and the Vice President of Guizhou University. 

The 10th CAECW Symposium was attended by more 
than 2,000 delegates from China, Russia, Switzerland, 
and ASEAN nations. Noticeably, over 200 university 
representatives from fourteen countries, such as China, 
ASEAN nations, the United Kingdom, Sweden and 
Russia participated in the event. As part of the 10th 
CAECW, over 50 delegates represented by Deans, 
Assistant Deans, Researchers, Directors of ASEAN 
Institutes and Universities from the 10 ASEAN 
countries participated in the Big Data Education and 
Talent Training Seminar (BDETT). 
The 10th CAECW and the BDETT Symposium 
aimed to facilitate sharing experiences and building 
sustainable regional development and peace through 
education. The Symposium also aimed to promote 
a spirit of cooperation and partnership between the 
10 ASEAN countries and China. Significantly, it 
intended to increase an understanding of the value 
of using combined and integrated data in industry, 
technological revolution policy formulation and 
business decisions. It also aimed to launch a big data 
institute association, in Guizhou Province, China.

The CAECW Symposium has attracted 2,717 colleges 
and educational organizations, and witnessed 1,088 
agreements signed through the platform since its 
creation in 2008. The Symposium included various 
events, forums, and side events including seminars, 
a summit on education services, hiking and a football 
game throughout the following week.

In her opening address, the Chinese Vice-Premier, 
Liu Yandong, stressed the importance of cultural 
exchanges to enhance China-ASEAN collaboration. 
Her Excellency Liu pointed out that, “Education 
Cooperation Week has promoted people-to-people 
exchanges and offered opportunities for China and 
ASEAN to learn from each other.” Diplomatic and 
economic relations, friendship and cooperation 
between ASEAN and China have grown stronger 
and closer over the years. In that regard, economic 
globalization increases mutual needs and inter-
dependence among the ASEAN bloc and China in the 
pursuit of common Asian peace, security, stability, 
growth and prosperity. Such increasing economic 
interdependence was reflected in her favorable points 
for the 50th ASEAN founding anniversary on 8th 
August 2017. Deputy Prime Minister Liu illustrated 
the high value placed by China on ASEAN by placing 
it as a diplomatic priority, and having achieved great 
progress and economic growth. She emphasized 
that China-ASEAN relations have gone far beyond 
a bilateral level, and now extend to regional, even 
global, impacts on economic performance, exchanges 
of goods and services, and living standards.
In the keynote session of the 10th CAECW with a focus 

on the theme of ‘Share and Development of China-
ASEAN Innovation and Entrepreneurship Education 
in Higher Institutions.’ The attendants exchanged 
views, good practices and experiences of their 
respective enterprises. Some of the participants deemed 

The 10Th China-aSean 
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innovation, through technology and advancement, as 
vital to competing in a global services-and-knowledge 
driven economy using entrepreneurial competitiveness 
and quality goods, products and services. This Forum 
historically signifies the Unveiling Ceremony of the 
Belt and Road International Enterprise Education 
Centre. It also opened up an opportunity for a broader 
cooperation framework, exemplified by the Signing 
Ceremony of the Memorandum of Understanding 
for China-ASEAN Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Education Alliance of Universities.

Her Excellency Yang Xiuping, Secretary-General of 
the ACC, underscored innovation as a top development 
priority of China, taking it as a vital driver of 
economic development and growth in both ASEAN 
and China. She also raised China’s National Strategic 
Development Plan to be pursued by an innovation-
led development strategy. This indicates that the 
Chinese government remains highly committed to 
promoting and encouraging mass entrepreneurship 
and Innovation. Remarkably, ASEAN is taking a great 
step to build up its community towards a common 
destiny of a competitive, innovative and dynamic 
ASEAN Community. 

Mr. Zuo Dingchao, Vice-chairperson of Guizhou 
Provincial People’s Political Consultative 
Conference, enunciated the essence of innovation 
and entrepreneurship education and the social and 
economic development of Guiyang to the participants. 
He found it necessary for the universities of ASEAN 
and China to come up with innovative cooperation 
ideas, broaden cooperative areas, create an innovative 
professional culture, and promote common 
development goals.

Given his engagement in digital innovative 
entrepreneurship, Mr. Zeng Yu, Party Secretary of 

Guizhou Institute of Technology, illustrated the ability 
and capacity of the Guizhou Institute of Technology 
to take a leading coordination role of China-
ASEAN University Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Education Alliance. This is to enhance innovative 
professionals with entrepreneurship qualities and 
increase the capability of education in favor of the 
service industry and economy, thereby contributing 
to economic transformation and betterment. In this 
way, the cultivation of professionals with innovative 
and entrepreneurial spirits through universities will 
become a mainstay for community development. As a 
result, these professionals elevate regional economic 
development and performance.

Adding to the key points of innovation above, Director 
Yu Cangbi explained to the participants the value of the 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship Education Alliance of 
China from its establishment through its development. 
He focused on education as the key to enhancing 
innovation and entrepreneurship, driven by individual 
talent, universities and research institutes. The new 
China-ASEAN cooperative innovation alliance 
will significantly assist in enhancing multilateral 
cooperation in the relevant fields between China and 
ASEAN countries. 

In the plenary session of the Big Data Education and 
Talent Training Seminar, representatives of ASEAN 
countries, universities, and ASEAN institutes as well 
as those of the Chinese universities and technology 
companies, presented the process of big data from 
collection, processing and analysis for their business 
operations, to data education for the development of 
new business models.

The seminar placed high value on sources of data, data 
reliability, data utilization and predictability using a 
synergy of data. Big data was widely recognized as 
vital to economic development, industrial and business 
performance, driven by information technology, 
digital economy, and  information infrastructure. This 
constitutes a new mode of economic and industrial 
competitiveness on a global scale. Cooperation 
between China and ASEAN institutions on big data 
significantly increases economic and technological 
interdependence in Asia, thus facilitating ‘The One 
Belt, One Road Initiative’ project.

The representative of The University of Cambodia 
and ASEAN Study Center, Dr. Chhun Vannak, was 
invited to officially co-launch with the Vice-President 
of Guizhou University the Big Data Institute 
Association, in Guizhou Province, China. 



On August 5, 2017, at Pannasastra 
University, Ms. Chap Cham 
Roeun Molika and Ms. Seng 
Kannha attended a workshop on 
“Sustainable Development Goals 
4, Quality Education and the 
importance of the library in 
achieving quality education.” Mr. 
Soth Nimol, UN Coordination 
Specialist, Office of the UN 
Resident Coordinator, led the 
discussion and mentioned that we 
need to adhere to some of the goals, 
such as strengthening our duties 
and focusing on quality education. 
For example, we need dedicated 
staff who support early literacy, 
lifelong learning, access to 
information and research for 
students everywhere, and inclusive 
spaces where cost is not a barrier 
to new knowledge and skills. He 
also revealed some facts and 
figures, pointing out that enrollment 
in primary education in developing 
countries has reached 91 percent 
but 57 million children remain out 

of school. More than half of 
children that have not enrolled in 
school live in sub-Saharan Africa. 
An estimated 50 percent of out-of-
school children of primary school 
age live in conflict affected areas. 
103 million youth worldwide lack 
basic literacy skills, and more than 
60 per cent of them are women. 
How would you evaluate the 
current quality of education in the 
world?” 

The next session was dedicated to 
Ms. Mao Kolap, Vice President of the 
Cambodian Librarian Association 
and Library Director of Pannasastra 
University of Cambodia Main 
Library who presented on “The 
importance of library in achieving 
quality education.” Before she 
started her presentation, she 
mentioned about the importance of 
the library, asking “What is the 
Library to you?” The library is a 
building or room containing 

collections of books, periodicals, 
and sometimes films and recorded 
music for use or borrowing by the 
public or the members of an 
institution. She highlighted the 
importance of the library, saying 
that it helps people by giving the 
opportunity to find jobs, explore 
medical research, experience new 
ideas, and get lost in wonderful 
stories, while at the same time 
providing a sense of place for 
gathering. She also suggested to all 
participants that a good library 
should provide a very clear 
instruction of using libraries and 
should organize resources properly; 
they should also be open so that 
students and faculty can browse 
for books and have systems where 
you can check availability and 
place requests for book issues or 
book purchases. Finally, Mr. Soth 
Nimol and Ms. Kolap Mao hope 
our generation will be dedicated to 
this goal and ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality education, as well 
as promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all. 
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By: Ms. Chap Cham Roeun Molika, Deputy Director of Library
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By: Mr. Hor Kimheng, Staff of the Office of Public Affairs, Communications and Alumni

UC Staff and Students Visit Sambor Prei Kuk

On 6th to 7th August 2017, The University of 
Cambodia, in cooperation with The University of 
Cambodia Student Federation, participated in the 
historical event for Cambodia to celebrate the 
registration of Sambor Prei Kuk archaeological site 
as a world heritage site under the highest honor of 
Samdech Kittipritbandit Bun Rany Hun Sen at 

Kampong Thom province. Every participant felt very 
honored during this event and proud to be Khmer. In 
addition, the participants also took their time to help 
distribute UC Promotional Scholarship flyers to the 
locals at markets and high schools in order to raise 
awareness of UC.

ThE 18Th InTERnATIOnAl hIGh SChOOl ARTS 
FESTIvAl In TOkyO, JAPAn

ThE 18Th InTERnATIOnAl hIGh SChOOl ARTS 
FESTIvAl In TOkyO, JAPAn

By: Ms. Chan Sophea, Assistant to the Office of University Registrar

The 18th International High School Arts Festival was 
held from August 08-10, 2017 in Tokyo, Japan which 
was attended by Japanese students and the winners of 
the art competition from 18 countries, including 
Ireland, United Kingdom, Israel, Indonesia, 
Cambodia, Singapore, Spain, Arab Egypt, 
Thailand, China, Germany, Brunei Darussalam, 
Vietnam, Belarus, Malaysia, Myanmar, Laos, and 
Russia. The festival was organized by the International 
High School Arts Festival Organizing Committee and 
sponsored by the International Foundation for Arts 
and Culture (IFAC) and supported from different 

ministries, embassies and foundations. Ms. Chan 
Sophea, University Registrar Assistant, accompanied 
the first place winner from Cambodia, Miss Ung 
Rithchanboramey, to attend this festival.

The awarding ceremony was held at the Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel in Tokyo, Japan and was presided over by Dr. 
Haruhisa Handa, Executive Committee Chairman 
of the International High School Arts. Dr. Haruhisa 
Handa remarked that he appreciated all the students 
that were interested in the arts and he thanked the high 
school principals, universities, and ambassadors in 
each country for the excellent cooperation to make 
the event happen.

During our stay in Japan, they brought us to visit 
many historical places and go sightseeing in many 
places such as Meiji shrine, Ota Memorial Museum, 
Japanese architecture craft shops, Odaiba, Kamakura, 
Kenchoji Temple, Great Buddha, Daibutsu, Hakone 
Shrine, Kowakien and Unessan Resort.  

We had a great time attending this event and learned a 
lot about Japanese people and culture, and we were 
able to meet many people from many other countries 
from around the world.



On 8 August 2017, His Excellency Christopher 
B. Montero, Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of the Philippines 
to the Kingdom of Cambodia, and Representative 
of the ASEAN Chairmanship 2017, co-organized a 
special event with The University of Cambodia and 
the ASEAN Study Center (ASC), represented by Dr. 
Chhun Vannak, ASC Director and UC executives, 
at The University of Cambodia, to mark the 50th 
Anniversary of ASEAN’s Founding and the 60th 
Anniversary of Cambodia-Philippines Diplomatic 
Relations. 
In the afternoon on August 8th, the historic birthdate 
of ASEAN, H.E. Ambassador Christopher B. Montero 
delivered short remarks to UC’s stakeholders and 
executives. He expressed his appreciation to H.E. 
Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Co-Founder, President and 
Chairman of the Board of the Trustees of The 
University of Cambodia, for naming the Philippines 
Room as an Office for the ASEAN Study Center, and to 
ASC’s director for having facilitated the Inauguration 
of the Philippines Room on 9 January 2017, as well 
as this special event. 
H.E. Ambassador Christopher B. Montero explained 
that the Republic of the Philippines was pleased to 
have provided foreign scholarships to Cambodian 
students to pursue their Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees in his country. And he assured the audience 
that there would be more educational exchanges 
between the academic institutions of the Philippines 
and The University of Cambodia. In November 2017, 
His Excellency Ambassador will organize an event 
with UC and ASC again, including further donations 
of books, journals and scholarships. H.E. Ambassador 
Montero’s participation in this event shows his 
dynamic engagement with the academic and research 
institutions of Cambodia. These activities play a 
crucial role in promoting ASEAN awareness and 
capacity building, thus enhancing the close long-term 
relationship between Cambodia and the Philippines. 
Dr. Chhun Vannak, Director of the ASEAN Study 
Center, warmly welcomed H.E. Ambassador 
Christopher B. Montero, and expressed UC’s 
profound thanks for the donation of books and 
journals in celebration of ASEAN’s 50th Anniversary 
and 60 years of Philippines-Cambodia diplomatic 
relations. He also articulated his high appreciation to 
H.E. Ambassador Christopher B. Montero for having 

donated 72 books and journals to ASC, in an effort 
to create an increased understanding of ASEAN, and 
develop cultural exchange by promoting relationships 
between Filipino and Cambodian students. 
August 8th also happens to be H.E. Ambassador’s 
birthday. Dr. Vannak expressed his best wishes in 
his remarks saying, “I do admire Your Excellency's 
leadership and chairmanship, and for participating in 
the ASEAN Ambassador Lecture Series at UC. You 
are directing the ASEAN Community to become more 
widely and internationally recognized, as reflected by 
your country's commitment to education, freedom, 
peace, stability, and inclusive and resilient growth 
oriented by the people. Happy Birthday! I wish Your 
Excellency very good health and success in your 
every mission.” 
ASEAN’s 50th anniversary illustrates a historical 
milestone of political cooperation, peace, stability, 
rapid development and remarkable economic growth 
in Southeast Asia. ASEAN is a regional organization 
with a diverse citizenship of 640 million people having 
different religions including, 240 million Muslims, 
120 million Christians, 150 million Buddhists, and 
millions of Hindus, Taoists and Confucianists. 
ASEAN’s long-term progress is undeniable. Its 
combined Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has grown 
from $95 billion in 1970 to $2.5 trillion in 2014. It is 
the only reliable platform for geopolitical engagement 
in the Asia-Pacific region, unique in its ability to 
convene meetings attended by all of the world’s great 
powers, including the United States, the European 
Union, China and Russia. 

H.E. Prak Sokhon, Senior Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the 
Kingdom of Cambodia, at ASEAN’s 50th Anniversary 
on 8 August 2017, explained that ASEAN has been 
widely recognized as an open and evolving regional 
organization. He also stressed the importance of 
the AEC Blueprint 2025, and its broad directions 
and strategic measures to create a highly integrated 
community. 
Regional peace, stability and inclusive growth 
within ASEAN are the main factors of a cohesive 
integrated community in Southeast Asia. The ASEAN 
community is also propelled by its various dynamic 
dialogue partnerships with Australia, Canada, China, 
the EU, India, Japan, the Republic of Korea, New 
Zealand, the Russian Federation, the United States 
and the United Nations. These days, a total of 87 
sovereign states and one regional organization have 
assigned ambassadors to ASEAN. Also, countries 
outside the region and other regional organizations 
in Asia, Africa and Latin America are keen to forge 
cooperation efforts with ASEAN. Key regional 
architectures, including the ASEAN Free Trade 
Area, the ASEAN Regional Forum, ASEAN Plus 
Three, East Asia Summit, and the ASEAN Defense 
Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM Plus), have assisted 
in assuring peace, stability and sustainable growth in 
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By: Dr. Chhun Vannak, Director of the ASEAN Study Center



uC in the Community And AbroAd

UC Bulletin Vol. 31 |40

the ASEAN region.
Being a full-fledged member of ASEAN since 30th 
April 1999, Cambodia has gained a lot of benefits 
from this lively integrated community, such as the 
free flow of goods, capital and peoples within this 
economic and trade bloc. The country also gathers 
and exchanges experience of consensus-based 
community building through a regional institutional 
building process, and an open-ended, flexible and 
inclusive approach to enable member states to 
jointly act, and move collectively towards common 
sustainable development goals and prosperity, and 
respond together to any emerging global and regional 
challenges and issues.
ASEAN integration has produced an economic 
powerhouse, and ASEAN is now the 4th largest 
exporting region in the world, trailing only the EU, 
the USA and China. The ASEAN combined GDP 
is now $2.43 trillion. With such continuous growth, 
ASEAN is expected to be the fourth largest economy 
in the world by 2050.
On 26 August 2017, Dr. Chhun Vannak, ASC Director, 
attended the 60th anniversary of Philippines-Cambodia 
Diplomatic Relations ceremony under the theme, ‘A 
Vibrant People-Centered Relationship,’ at Chatomuk 
Conference Hall, in Phnom Penh. The event celebrated 
the close bonds, friendship, amiable relations and 
ties between the Republic of the Philippines and the 
Kingdom of Cambodia, as reflected by the utmost 
efforts and activities of the Philippine Embassy in 
Phnom Penh to engage the Royal Government of 
Cambodia and the Cambodian people in deepening 
their diplomatic ties with the Philippines.  
Official diplomatic relations between Cambodia and 
the Philippines date back to 1957. The late Philippine 
Senator Rogelio de la Rosa was posted as the First 
Ambassador of the Republic of the Philippines to the 
Kingdom of Cambodia from 1965 to 1971, and defined 
the first resident diplomatic mission in Cambodia. 
Ambassador Rogelio established close official and 
personal ties with the late King Father Norodom 
Sihanouk. The Philippine government closed down 
its Embassy in Phnom Penh in March 1975, as a 
consequence of the Lon Nol regime’s defeat and the 
take-over of the Khmer Rouge.

Re-establishment of diplomatic relations between 
Cambodia and the Philippines occurred in December 
1994. The Philippine Embassy in Phnom Penh was 
officially re-opened in January 1995. This has induced 
the signing of agreements on trade and investment, 
health development, tourism, rural development and 
air services. Importantly, people-to-people relations 
between the two countries have grown stronger 
and closer since then. A direct flight operated by 
Philippine carrier Cebu Pacific Air connects the world-
famous heritage site of Siem Reap to the Philippines’ 
epicenter, Manila.
Attributed to very close ties between the two countries, 
108,032 Filipino tourists visited Cambodia in 2016. 
Cambodia attracts over 6,000 Filipino expatriates 
gainfully employed in the sectors of engineering, 
accounting, banking, business consulting, education, 
arts and entertainment. Furthermore, major 
Philippines companies in the food and beverage 
sector, i.e. San Miguel, Liwayway, URC, Purefoods 
and Potato Corner, have invested in the Cambodian 
market. Cambodia also hosts the fashion retail giant 
Penshoppe and Jewelmer’s luxury jewels.
Excellency Ambassador Christopher B. Montero’s 
visit to UC on 8 August 2017, not only marked the 
commemoration of ASEAN 50th anniversary and the 
60th anniversary of Philippines-Cambodia diplomatic 
relations, but it also drew attention to significant and 
historic achievements of the ASEAN region. These 
achievements include the evolution of ASEAN into 
a rule-based charter organization that is working 
towards a shared vision of values and prosperity. 
ASEAN has come a long way in 50 years, not just 
economically and socially, but also in terms of bilateral, 
multilateral and multidimensional cooperation. 
This cooperation has resulted in peace and stability 
throughout the region, which has provided a platform 
for continuing growth. This growth has contributed to 
a better quality of life for the people in the region.
The Embassy’s donation of books and journals to UC 
is of historic value for the education and understanding 
of the Philippines and ASEAN among all Cambodians 
especially UC students. UC would like to once again 
thank Your Excellency for committing to future 
donations and other key events in November, as well 
as exchanges of education, research and business 
development with La Salle University. We would be 
pleased to create a joint project in arranging a Global 
Scholarship Forum focusing on studying in the 
Philippines and Cambodia, as well as other nations.

50th anniversary of asean’s Founding and 60th                 anniversary of Philippines-Cambodia diplomatic relations
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SEmInAR On “mICROSOFT STuDEnT PARTnER 
(mSP) PROGRAm CElEBRATIOn” 

By: Mr. Meas Sovann, Assistant College of Science and Technology

By: Tith Sinouen, Part-Time Lecturer – The Tony Fernandes School of Business

Data anD Corporate reporting Developments

The workshop on “Data and Corporate Reporting 
Developments” was conducted on August 16th, 2017, 
at Raffles Hotel Le Royal by Kampuchea Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants and Auditors (KICPAA) 
in cooperation with the Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants (ACCA). The participants of 
the workshop included members of higher education 
institutions, financial institutions, private companies, 
and other relevant stakeholders. The representatives 
from The Tony Fernandes School of Business were 
the four Accounting and Finance Part-Time Lecturers 
as follows:

Mr. Tith Sinouen1. 
Mr. Im Sophal2. 
Mr. Chea Dyna3. 
Mr. Yem Sam Orn 4. 

The workshop aimed to illustrate the main 
developments in financial reporting and specifically 
the importance of the new International Financial 
Reporting Standards that are being implemented over 
the next few years. Ms. Maggie McGhee, Director of 
Professional Insights at ACCA, precisely explained 
about data and corporate reporting developments. She 
highlighted financial instruments, revenue from 
contracts with customers, leases, the key forward 
developments in the conceptual framework and the 
disclosure initiative, integrated reporting, financial 
risks of climate change, the UN sustainable 
development goals, and non-financial reporting 
requirements. 

In the end, we were so privileged to attend this 
workshop and obtain all the useful, updated 
information from the conference, which we will 
incorporate in our class lessons at UC.

On Thursday 10th August 2017, Mr. Teav Chhun 
Nan, Associate Dean for the College of Science and 
Technology, and Mr. Meas Sovann, Assistant of the 
College of Science and Technology, attended a 
seminar entitled  “Microsoft Student Partner (MSP) 
Program Celebration” at the Cambodia Korea 
Cooperation Center (CKCC) in Phnom Penh. The 
audience comprised of attendees from 6 higher 
education organizations. The purpose of the event 
was to know and learn about how Microsoft provides 
new technology on STEM. The event was co-
organized and sponsored by Cambodia STEM, 
Passerelles Numériques NGO, Friend International 
NGO, Cambodian Children Fund NGO, the United 
States Embassy, and the Ministry of Education Youth, 
and Sport. 

After a welcome message from STEM Cambodia and 
Microsoft, H.E. William Heidt, the ambassador of 
the United States to Cambodia, gave his remarks. 

Then, H.E. Im Koch, Secretary of State, Ministry of 
Education Youth, and Sport (MoEYS), delivered his 
speech. They then showed videos of Microsoft Student 
Partner program, activities, and achievements. 
Additionally, there were several dances and a surprise 
performance by a Cambodian superstar. Finally, the 
audience took a large group photo in order to remember 
the special event.



The 18th anniversary of International youth
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By: Mr. Ban Bunheng, Director for the Office of Administration

On 12 August 2017, Mr. Ban Bunheng, Director of 
the Office of Administration led 20 students to attend 
The 18th Anniversary of International Youth, Under 
the Theme “Youth Building Peace” organized by 
MoEYS. This anniversary was presided over by His 
Excellency Sean Borath, Secretary of State of the 
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, Representative 
of His Excellency Hang Chuon Naron, Minister of 
Education, Youth and Sport. 

His Excellency Toch Choeun, Director of the 
Department of Youth at the Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport, opened the event with welcoming 
remarks. In his remarks he said that since 2000 until 
now, the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport has 
celebrated this event every year with the participation 
of youth from 15 universities, Cambodian Red Cross 
Youth, Young Scouts and youth from Kandal province. 
He noted that 1,950 youth were in attendance at the 
event. In conclusion, he explained that the objective 
of this event was to discourage drug use, combat 
human trafficking and prevent violence against 
women and children. 

Next, Mrs. Katherine, representative of UNFPA, 
raised many significant points regarding useful ways 
for the youth to participate in Cambodia’s development 
such as: 

Roles of youth in society;• 
Promoting peace;• 
Promoting social and political stability;• 
Encouraging youth to participate in policy • 
development;
Allow youth to participate in decision-making;• 
Youth must share and participate in society; and• 
Youth must participate in peace building.• 

Then, the representative of UN Volunteers spoke 
about the importance of education and academic 
research:

Youth and volunteering; • 
Producing research for publication;• 
Women are more involved in volunteering • 
than men;
Volunteering is very popular with Cambodian • 
youth; and 
The research study produced seven conclusions.• 

His Excellency Sean Borath raised the following 
points: 

This event is aimed at encouraging youth to 1. 
volunteer;
It is vital to promote youth social volunteer 2. 
movements, so youth can play an important 
role in progressing social goals;
International Youth Day has been celebrated 3. 
since 2000 to raise the spirit of youth 
volunteerism in Cambodian society;
It is important for Cambodian youth to pay 4. 
close attention to peace building efforts;
Promote morality and virtue for youth 5. 
volunteers;
Focus on youth development is a primary 6. 
objective of the RGC;
Youth involvement has helped the Cambodian 7. 
economy to exceed 7.7% in growth;
His Excellency expressed his gratitude to 8. 
international organizations for encouraging 
youth to participate in social work, especially 
those working with the Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport;
Educating youth to understand the job market 9. 
is incredibly important;
Promote youth knowledge building regarding 10. 
social and development issues;
The development of the country increasing 11. 
peace and political stability; and 
Changing the perspectives and behavior of 12. 
youth to reflect the importance of development 
through volunteerism and social work.



EnGlISh FOr SPECIFIC aCadEmIC PurPOSE CurrICulum
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On August 15th, 2017, the Higher Education Quality 
and Capacity Improvement Project (HEQCIP) under 
the Department of Higher Education (DHE) of the 
Ministry of Education Youth and Sport (MoEYS) 
conducted a consultative workshop on Developing 
ESAP Curriculum Framework for higher education 
institutions. Mr. Pay Chheng How, Associate Dean 
and Director of the Center for English Studies attended 
the workshop on the behalf of the University of 
Cambodia. There were around 50 participants from 
different institutions or universities, both private and 
public cross the country.

At the opening session, H.E. Mak Ngoy, Director 
General of DHE, welcomed participants and expressed 
his profound appreciation to all universities who sent 
representatives to attend the workshop and support 
the program of HEQCIP. He hoped the workshop 
would go smoothly with fruitful discussions and 
achievements because he believed that all participants 
were aware of ASEAN Education Framework and 
English has been used as a formal language for all 
ASEAN summits, meetings and conferences. 

Dr. Nith Bunlay, Deputy-Director General of DHE, 
briefed the participants about the background of the 
previous workshops on ESAP Curriculum 
Development and spelled out the workshop objectives 
as below: The workshop aimed:

To enable representatives from different higher•
education institutions to present their exiting    
ESAP curriculum and its implementation
To enable representatives from HEIs to share•
concerns regarding the implementation of the 
current ESAP curriculum at their respective 
universities

To present the newly developed ESAP•
Curriculum Framework to relevant stakeholders
and HEIs
To provide a forum for discussion on the newly•
developed framework, and
To gather relevant data for the finalization of•
the ESAP Curriculum Framework

After the 15-minute coffee break, Mr. Phok Buntheoun 
was asked to present and share his newly developed 
ESAP Curriculum Development Framework, which 
would be implemented as per MoEYS’ instruction. 
He reported four categories (A, B, C and D) of 
universities in terms of the quality of their English 
training programs and the language for medium of 
instruction. He has noted that the University of 
Cambodia (UC) has been listed in Category A because 
English is used for both teaching and learning at UC. 
He also stressed that textbooks and teaching 
methodologies used for ESAP courses should be 
carefully selected and teachers must be well trained. 
In the newly developed framework, it was suggested 
that there should be at least 6 English courses including 
GEP, EAP and ESAP for a 4-year bachelor’s program 
for non-English majors and each university or 
institution should design their own curriculum based 
on the framework.

Mr. Pay Chheng How, UC representative, drew the 
participants’ attention by comparing four types of the 
English program such as GEP, EAP, ESP and ESAP 
and he stressed that at UC, we have so far introduced 
EAP and ESAP to all students in non-English majors. 
He also discussed the importance of using placement 
tests to determine students’ English level in order to 
enroll students in the correct level of the English 
program to ensure the success of all students in 
learning English. 

At the end of the workshop, Dr. Nith Bunlay concluded 
that each higher institution should revise their English 
programs; especially those who are only teaching 
GEP to Non-English-major students, and they should 
follow the newly developed framework. Finally, we 
agreed that at least six English courses should be 
integrated into the curriculum of each bachelor’s 
degree.

By: Mr. Pay Chheng How, Associate Dean and Director of the Center for English Studies
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 “FuTurE EnErGY FOrum” 
aT ThE ExPO 2017 In aSTana, kazakhSTan

By: Ms. Nara Sokhema, UC Alumna and Faculty Member of The Tony Fernandes School of Business

On 21 and 22 August 2017, Ms. Nara Sokhema, an 
alumna and a faculty member of The University of 
Cambodia’s Tony Fernandes School of Business, was 
invited to be one of the facilitators and speakers at the 
“Future Energy Forum” at the Expo 2017 in Astana, 
Kazakhstan. The Expo 2017 is a one of the world’s 
biggest events that brings millions of visitors and 
exhibition pavilions from over 100 countries. 

This year, the expo was hosted in Kazakhstan, an 
upper-middle-income Eurasian country sharing the 
longest border with Russia. As the 9th biggest country 
and the world’s biggest landlocked country, 
Kazakhstan is about 15 times larger than Cambodia, 
but with just about 2 million more people than 
Cambodia. 

While being one of the world’s biggest producers of 
oil and gas, Kazakhstan took a big step in winning the 
bid to host the world expo under the theme “Future 
Energy” to explore the potential of more sustainable 
sources of energy beyond fossil fuels. That’s why the 
expo was hosted the world’s largest spherical building, 
called the Museum of Future Energy, which showcases 
extravagant ranges of alternative energy, mesmerising 
exhibitions, hi-tech shows and many other futuristic 
facilities. The other 100 participating countries’ 
pavilions also showcased their best practices in 
sustainability. 

In addition to the expo and pavilion, the “Future 
Energy Forum” coincided with several conferences 

which were hosted by top institutions from all over 
the world. The “Future Energy Forum” brought 
experts, academia, entrepreneurs, giant corporations, 
government representatives and thousands of other 
relevant stakeholders to discuss and explore solutions 
for a sustainable future. 

Ms. Sokhema was invited by the DO School, a 
German-based social entrepreneurship development 
organization, to be one of the speakers and facilitators 
for Conference #10, which focused on energy solutions 
for problems associated with climate change. On the 
first day of the conference, Ms. Sokhema was a 
facilitator of the DO School’s challenge lab that 
helped participants from Kazakhstan and different 
parts of the world to work together using the DO 
School’s innovative methodology to find effective 
and creative solutions to challenges such as renewable 
energy, urban sustainability, eco-friendly products/
services and more. On the second day of the 
conference, Ms. Sokhema was a speaker in the panel 
discussion on social entrepreneurship and innovative 
start-ups driving sustainability, along with panellists 
from four different continents. 

While Conference #10 concluded with a manifesto or 
recommendations for Kazakhstan and other countries 
around the world for a more sustainable future, there 
were still more conferences going on at the “Future 
Energy Forum”, along with the 3 months expositions 
that had been going on since 10 June and were to be 
continued until 10 September 2017. 
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  UC Distributes Enrollment Information 
                                            after the National High School Exam

By: Mr. Hor Kimheng, Staff of the Office of Public Affairs, Communications and Alumni
On August 22nd, 2017, The University of Cambodia 
staff members and UC student volunteers joined 
together to go to over 50 examination sites to distribute 
information about The University of Cambodia to 
grade 12 high school students after they finished their 
national exam. All of the participants in this project 
were very passionate to help The University of 
Cambodia in order to increase enrollment for the 
upcoming term. Even though it was raining at some 
of the examination sites, all the participants still 
endured through the day and distributed flyers to 
students and their parents. It was such a valiant effort 
from both UC staff members and students.

UC Cambodian Red CRoss membeRs attend the LaUnCh of the LibRaRy 
and donate stUdy mateRiaLs to boeUng Khna PRimaRy sChooL

By: Mr. Pin Sokheng, UCCRCY Member
On 24 August, 2017, Mr. Pin Sokheng and Mr. 
Khom Sokhear, both UC Cambodian Red Cross 
Youth members, and other Cambodian Red Cross 
youths, participated in the launching of the library 
and donation of study materials at Boeung Khna 
Primary School in Kampong Speu Province. The 
event was presided over by H.E. Sam Kosal, Head of 
Human Resources Department of CRC and H.E. 
Taing Samoeun, Secretary of Samdech 
Kittiprithbindit Bun Rany HUNSEN, President of 
the Cambodian Red Cross. The purpose of the event 
was to repaint and arrange the library to create a good 
study environment for all the students. 

His Excellency Sam Kosal conveyed the greetings of 
Samdech Kittiprithbindit Bun Rany HUN SEN and 
gave a speech. He said that everyone must study hard 
for the future development of the country, that you 
must take good care of your health, and that you 
should take good care of the library materials for the 
long-term benefits. Afterwards, all the participants 
went to visit the Tithy Sen Monorom Farm to learn 
about farming, irrigation, and other construction 
infrastructure with Mong Rithy Co. Ltd.
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College of eDUCation CommUnity serViCe fielD trip
By: Mr. Khim Sovannak Roeun, Assistant for the College of Education and 
       Mr. Mut Somoeun, Assistant Dean for the College of Education
On August 27th, 2017, the management team of the 
College of Education organized a field trip and charity 
mission together with CoE students to Tabrab Primary 
School located in Makak village, Ang Snoul district, 
Kandal province. The trip was led Mr. Nhor Sanhei, 
Dean for the College of Education, and Mr. Khim 
Sovannak Roeun, Assistant for the College of 
Education. 50 BA students participated in the full-day 
event. The overall purposes of the field trip were:

To provide college of education students with 1. 
the opportunity to gain practical experience 
and a deeper understanding of their major. The 
students were split into three groups to 
complete a report and presentation (after the 
event).
To provide college students with in-depth field 2. 
experience from the school principal, teachers, 
and school administrators who are working in 
the educational sector.
To encourage college students to share their 3. 
experiences, educate and encourage children 
to love learning.
To allow college students an opportunity to 4. 
donate learning materials such as books, pens, 
pencils, t-shirts, and shoes to children at the 
school.
To raise the profile of the College of Education 5. 
to people in the community through the college 
students’ activities. Also, the key activities of 
this field trip will be compiled as a video 
documentary for promoting the college to the 
public.
Enrich student’s understanding with high 6. 
values in team working by cooperating 
together
Shape their public behaviors, speaking and 7. 
activities by sharing the knowledge among the 
team and to the public.

On the way to the school, students were formed into 
two groups to present on the topics, “Why has the 
educational sector decreased? And “How does 
immigration affect the educational sector and national 
economics?” When the group arrived at the school, 
students gathered to listen to the school principal who 
welcomed the group and gave a presentation about 

the school’s background and information on how to 
manage a school and lead teachers and students. He 
emphasized that the implementation of school policies 
shall be aligned with MoEYS’s curriculum (national 
framework) and the future plans for the school.   

After listening to the presentation by the principal, 
students were assigned to classrooms to teach children 
about taking good care of their health by drinking 
water, eating healthy food, and dressing in clean 
clothes, as well as recycling garbage and protecting 
the environment. Their teaching also emphasized the 
importance of education, how to greet people using 
Khmer traditional greetings, the value of morality, 
and the meaning of the colors on the Cambodian 
National Flag. CoE students shared their learning 
experiences with the children, and motivated to them 
to dream big and set future goals for their life. Also, 
the CoE team and students conducted charity activities 
by donating learning materials, shoes, food, bags, and 
t-shirts to the school principal, teachers, and 215 
children.

According to the purposes mentioned above, the field 
trip benefited many CoE students and encouraged 
them to explore real practices based on the theories 
they have learnt in classroom. The trip also served to 
encourage CoE students to get involved in community 
activities and promote the college by portraying good 
images to the public. This field trip allowed CoE 
students to transfer their knowledge about the 
educational sector to younger students. They also 
received hand-on experience teaching, motivating 
kids to get higher grades, working in groups, 
implementing classroom management, and conducting 
charity projects. 



On 31 August 2017, Mr. Mut Somoeun, Assistant 
Dean for College of Education, and Mr. Chhean 
Brasit, Deputy Director of the Skills and Career 
Development Center, were assigned by the President 
of The University of Cambodia to attend The 3rd 
Annual ASEAN Academic Alliance Conference 2017 
under the theme: Future Skills for Future Careers – 
The Roles of Higher Education Institutions, which 
was organized by BELTEI International University, 
in Phnom Penh. 

Over 700 participants attended the conference. Among 
those participants were students, professionals and 
educations from various countries in ASEAN, such 
as Thailand, Myanmar, Vietnam, Cambodia and 
Singapore representing their university and as speakers 
and attendees in the event. The event was presided 
over by H.E. Dr. Hang Chuon Naron, Minister for 
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS) 
of the Kingdom of Cambodia.

The overall purpose of the AAA conference was 
to provide key regional focal points for academic 
development, research, exchanges of ideas and 
dissemination of best practices among HEIs in the 
region, and to strengthen and broaden the network 
of HEIs, academics, researchers and students, and 
those involved in the academic and research field in 
Cambodia and other ASEAN countries.  

In his welcoming remarks, H.E. Ly Chheng, 
Director-General of BELTEI Group and the President 
of BELTEI International University highlighted the 
key points of the 3rd AAA Conference. He explained 
that the conference aimed to identify specific skills for 
future careers, to share experiences and knowledge 
among AAA founding members, to apply real skills in 
ASEAN job markets, to deepen collaboration among 
AAA founding members, to build the capacity of 
faculty at AAA universities, and to broaden students’ 
awareness on ASEAN Community. 

In his opening remarks, H.E. Dr. Hang Chuon Naron, 
Minister for the Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Sport warmly welcomed all AAA founding members, 
and praised AAA for the important role they play in 
building higher education cooperation among HEIs in 
the region. He added that the AAA will help foster 
the quality of education by training and equipping 
students with knowledge and skills to compete in 
the open job market in the region and the globe as 
a whole. He continued by stated that the AAA will 
help build human capital to support the economic 
growth of families, society, and the nation in line with 
the RGCs vision, “To establish and develop human 
resources of the highest quality which are ethically 
sound in order to develop a knowledge-based society 
within Cambodia.” The Minister stressed that higher 
education institutions in the region should cooperate 
with each other closely in order to enhance the 
quality of education, promote research and teaching, 
exchange faculty members and students and to benefit 
learners for future job market demands.

There were two sessions with two groups of speakers 
for the focused topic discussions – in the morning 
there were five speakers for the panel discussion 
focusing on future skill and career orientation 
for students. The speakers were from Myanmar, 
Vietnam, Thailand, Cambodia, and Singapore. Those 
speakers mainly discussed the topics by showing 
cases of successful implementation, best practices, 
lesson learned, and achievements in their individual 
institutions. In the afternoon session, there were 
23 presenters from three countries presenting their 
papers, including 2 Cambodian presenters, 18 Thai 
presenters, 2 Myanmar presenters, and 1 Singaporean 
presenter. They presented papers on various topics, 
such as The Use of ICT for Major Selection; Game-
based Learning for effective classroom management; 
Effective Motivational Strategies for EL Teaching 
and Learning English; and Success Factors of New 
Graduates Applying for Jobs in AEC Labor Market, 
and so on. 

The Conference came to an end at 6:00 p.m. with 
active participation and fruitful discussions, sharing 
practical experiences, and best practices among the 
participants. 

By: Mr. Mut Somoeun, Assistant Dean for the College of Education

UC RepResentatives attend the 3Rd annUal asean 
aCademiC allianCe ConfeRenCe 2017
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Book Donation by the Asia Foundation and 
kampuchea Action for Primary Education (kAPE)

On August 29, 2017, the Toshu 
Fukami Library at The University 
of Cambodia received 122 books 
from the Asia Foundation and 

Kampuchea Action for Primary 
Education (KAPE) from Kampong 
Cham province. The books 
contained a variety of topics, 
ranging from novels to business to 
economics. This donation will 
impact all young Cambodian 
students and shape their new 
academic life. Each book we 
received provides an opportunity 
for students to research and 
enhance their knowledge. Books 
are priceless gifts for those who 
are hungry to improve and want to 
improve their knowledge and 

enhance their reading skills in 
English.  Reading offers many 
benefits and play a vital role in the 
development of both children and 
adults, as it improves their ability 
to focus, retain information, think 
better and concentrate. Reading is 
the best form of self-education, 
and there are no limits or boundaries 
to what they can learn. I hope our 
UC students were inspired by the 
interesting books that were 
donated, and we would like to 
thank the Asia Foundation and 
KAPE for their kindness.  

By: Ms. Chap Cham Roeun Molika, Deputy Director of Library

Best Hospitality Contest

The Ministry of Tourism organized 
the Stocktaking Conference on Best 
Hospitality Contest for 1st Semester 
of 2017 and Direction Setting for 
2nd Semester of 2017 and 2018, 
presided over by H.E Dr. Thong 
Khon, Minister of Tourism, with the 
participation of relevant stakeholders 
and approximately 500 participants.

The conference highlighted the 
significance of encouraging 
hospitality skill development and 
trainings, especially promoting the 
hospitality contest within public and 
private institutions, as well as the six 
international checkpoints, such as 
Phnom Penh International Airport, 
Siem Reap International Airport, 
Preah Sihanouk International 
Airport, Bavet International Border 
Checkpoint, Poi Pet International 
Border Checkpoint, and Cham Yeam 
International Border Checkpoint, in 
order for domestic and international 
tourists to be able to rate the service 
quality of Check-in and X-ray 

services, and offered by immigration 
and customs officials with the aim of 
improving the service quality to 
meet tourists’ satisfaction.

“In order to support the Best 
Hospitality Contest, we require 
continuous facilitation of travel and 
transportation for tourists along the 
international checkpoints. Namely, 
there should be special lines arranged 
for ASEAN and ASEAN Plus Three 
(Chinese, Japanese, and Korean) 

tourists, particularly it needs to 
widely promote Multiple Visa and 
Visa on Arrival to support the 
Chinese, Japanese, and Korean 
tourism markets, and arrange for 
signage in Chinese in the international 
airports,” H.E Dr. Thong Khon, 
Minister of Tourism, said.     

The conference also encouraged all 
relevant stakeholders, including all 
public and private institutions and 
organizations to build their respective 
staff and colleagues’ capacity in 

greeting and providing good service 
to their guests. Additionally, all 
public and private educational 
institutions and training schools 
should work to open and improve 
hospitality courses because 
hospitality is currently considered as 
primary objective of the National 
Agenda.

Along with this, the conference 
reached an Agreement on Partnership 
in Encouraging Hospitality Skill 
Development and Training between 
the Ministry of Tourism and 9 
Universities and Training Schools, 
including PSE Hotel and Tourism 
Institute, Asia Europe University 
and Hospitality and Tourism 
Vocational Training Schools, 
National Polytechnic Institution of 
Cambodia, Paul Dubrule Hospitality 
and Tourism Training School, Preah 
Sihanouk Don Bosco Institute, Siem 
Reap Build Bright University, Preah 
Sihanouk Build Bright University, 
CICI, and ATP.

By: Mr. Mean Vandet, Part-Time Lecturer for The Tony Fernandes School of Business
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On 12-13 September 2017, Ms. Pov Bophan, Deputy 
Director of the Office of Admissions, attended the Fourth 
SHARE Workshop on Managing Internationalization 
and the SHARE Scholarship Programme, which was 
held in Jakarta, Indonesia. SHARE provides ASEAN 
universities with relevant experience and expertise from 
European Higher Education Institutions, and builds on 
the best practices and existing platforms of the region.

The overall goal of the workshop was to bring together 
key international offices within ASEAN countries and 
discuss how the EU SHARE scholarship programme 
can be implemented and promoted within ASEAN. The 
workshop aimed to familiarize the participants with the 
goals of internationalizing education and the objectives 
behind the SHARE Scholarship programme; provide 
tools for international relations offices to promote 
mobility and scholarships; and provide an opportunity 
for participating universities to network and learn from 
each other’s experiences in internationalization. The 
University of Cambodia is one of four universities in the 
country who participate in this program. It has hosted 
several exchange students from Myanmar, Malaysia, 
and Indonesia, and it has also sent students abroad for a 
one semester exchange. 

The sessions during the workshop helped explain the 
roles of the participating universities and what exactly 
they are expected to do. The speakers detailed exactly 
how the process works and discussed the cost breakdown 
of the fees, so that they can provide accurate information 

to those students who want to participate in the program. 
There was a lot of group discussion so that the participants 
could exchange ideas and information, and they raised 
up certain issues that had caused problems in the past. 

At the end of the workshop, participants got a better 
understanding of the SHARE scholarship program and 
learned how to effectively administer applications for 
the upcoming batch. They also created strategies to 
encourage and attract students to apply for the program, 
and established a formally organized SHARE Alumni 
Network. They discussed how personal experiences and 
personal development is just as important as the academic 
experiences for students, so they are able to better explain 
the benefits for joining the program. Finally, the 
participants agreed to provide clear and accurate 
information regarding obtaining visas for the country of 
study so that the logistics will be easier on all sides. 

The ASEAN Study Center (ASC) would like to announce a book drive to create UC’s very own  ASEAN 
Library. Donated books related to ASEAN Nations’ domestic and international affairs will make a lasting 
impact on the UC community.  It makes a huge difference to have such books at our center in order for 
students to learn from the many admirable ASEAN leaders that have helped transform our dynamic ASEAN 
Community.  As we count down to the ASEAN Economic Community, the ASEAN Study Center (ASC) will 
do all we can to help raise awareness and understanding of our diverse community. 

If individuals or institutions would like to donate resources to help build ASC’s capacity to promote ASEAN 
awareness, please take a few minutes to come visit our center.  Dr. Chhun Vannak, our Director, is always 
available to set up a visit for you, or to answer any questions you may have. Please don’t hesitate to call him 
at 070-538-510, or email him at director_asc@uc.edu.kh.

Book Drive for the     
         ASEAN Study Center

FOUrTh ShArE WOrkShOp ON MANAgiNg iNTErNATiONALizATiON 

ANd ThE ShArE SChOLArShip prOgrAMME

By: Ms. Pov Bophan, Deputy Director of the Office of Admissions
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Request for Scholarship Funding

The University of Cambodia 

FOUNDATION
The University of Cambodia (UC) is requesting funding to support its UC Scholarship Program. A large 

majority of potential Cambodian university students are unable to afford the tuition fees to attend a local 
university, so the Scholarship Program is critical to alleviate this major obstacle to self-advancement. 

At the same time, funding for the Scholarship Program helps the university to cover its operating expenses and 
maintain its high academic standards. 

Although much development progress has been made in the past two decades, the consequences of Cambodia’s 
recent history continue to limit the formation and development of skills among Cambodian youth, particularly 
those most affected by exclusionary factors such as poverty, gender, ethnicity, and geographic remoteness. 
The UC Scholarship Program is a targeted effort to support the educational development of high-achieving 
Cambodian students across the country, so they can develop the necessary skills and competency to become 
knowledgeable employees and engaged citizens. 

At this time, a large majority of Cambodian students need financial assistance to pursue and complete their 
higher degree programs and have other enriching educational opportunities. Roughly 80 percent of the 3,000+ 
students enrolled at UC are on full or partial scholarships, made possible by generous donors. The university 
anticipates that this figure will remain high for several years until a majority of Cambodian families are financially 
secure enough to make this investment on their own. Additionally, there are currently no government agencies 
or private institutions that offer student loans to Cambodian students to help them pay for university tuition, 
living expenses, or learning enrichment opportunities that include research, internships, and teaching.

The university is seeking financial and in-kind donations to create more scholarships for students in need. 
Scholarships are awarded to students who score highest on a competitive exam targeted towards impoverished 
students, students from rural areas, ethnic minority students, and female students. 

Funding in the Scholarship Program will substantially help UC raise the standards for research, critical 
thinking, innovation, and problem solving—the ultimate goal is for UC students to be marketable not only 
in Cambodia, but also regionally and globally. By providing access to high-quality learning opportunities for 
students, as well as emphasizing fluency in the English language for students in the International Track, UC 
trains and prepares its students to make strong, positive contributions to Cambodian society through social and 
economic development.

If you would like to contribute to the UC Scholarship Program and give students across the country the 
opportunity to live their dreams and change lives, please contact UC Foundation representatives to help give 
the gift that matters most, a higher education.

Ms. Samantha Smith
Advisor to the President
University of Cambodia
Samantha@uc.edu.kh

The University of Cambodia FOUNDATION
Northbridge Road  P.O. Box 917  Sangkat Toek Thla  Khan San Sok
Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia  Tel: (855-23) 993-274  Fax: (855-23) 993-284
www.ucfoundation.net

The ASEAN Study Center (ASC) would like to announce a book drive to create UC’s very own  ASEAN 
Library. Donated books related to ASEAN Nations’ domestic and international affairs will make a lasting 
impact on the UC community.  It makes a huge difference to have such books at our center in order for 
students to learn from the many admirable ASEAN leaders that have helped transform our dynamic ASEAN 
Community.  As we count down to the ASEAN Economic Community, the ASEAN Study Center (ASC) will 
do all we can to help raise awareness and understanding of our diverse community. 

If individuals or institutions would like to donate resources to help build ASC’s capacity to promote ASEAN 
awareness, please take a few minutes to come visit our center.  Dr. Chhun Vannak, our Director, is always 
available to set up a visit for you, or to answer any questions you may have. Please don’t hesitate to call him 
at 070-538-510, or email him at director_asc@uc.edu.kh.

Book Drive for the     
         ASEAN Study Center
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ACLEDA Bank Plc.

Asian Development Bank (ADB)

Australian Centre for Education 

Publication

Cambodia Magazine

Center for English Studies (CES)

College Of Arts and Humanities 

College of Media and 
Communications (CMC)
Dr. Hu Ty
Dr. Kao Kim Hourn
Dr. Ou Chong
Health Time Magazine
National Institute for Materials 
Science

Prof. Dr. Din Merican (TSS)
QS ASIA
Sahmakum Teang Tnaut
The Asia Foundation and KAPE
The Bar Association of The 
Kingdom of Cambodia
The Head Foundation

UNDP Cambodia

Dr. Haruhisa Handa, Chairman, International Foundation for Arts and Culture
Dr. Rikhi Thakral, Executive Director, Thakral Group of Companies
Mr. Wang Kitman, Chairman of China Fairwind (Cambodia) Investment Company Limited

Thank you to all individuals and institutions who have lent their support to the University of Cambodia. We hope to have included a 
complete list of those who have made financial and in-kind contributions to UC, and express our sincerest apologies to any individual or 
institution we have forgotten. If you have contributed to the University of Cambodia and are not present on the list, please write our editor at 
Bulletin@uc.edu.kh so we can add your name in the next edition. 

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Supporters
U N I V E R S I T Y

FOUNDATION
The University of Cambodia 

China Fairwind Investment Company Limited, Cambodia 
International Foundation for Arts and Culture
Thakral Group of Companies
World Mate

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORTERS


